GEOL-1031-005 INTRO TO EARTH SCIENCE LABORATORY

Time/Location: Mon. 12:40-2:40 PM, KOM 320 :
Instructor: Dr. Clay Harris Office Hrs: http://frank.mtsu.edu/~cdharris/ofc-hrs.h quizzes or |abs.
Office: KOM 322-E Phone: 904-8019 e-mail: cdharris@mtsu.edu NO EXCEPTIONS
Required materials (@campus bookstore): Lab manual (< $60), full G1031 kit (< $10), ten FoB Scantrons
Lab manual: Introduction to Earth Science Laboratory Manual, Clay Harris (2007 edition)

No make-up

Grading: Grades will be based on 10 pre-lab assignmenit$ (sts total) located at
www.frank.edu/~cdharris/fGEOL1031/pre-labs.html, widhe three lab quizzes (= 20 pts total), an irthel@nt
study exercise (= 5 points) and two lab practi¢alg0 pts total); these total 105 points

You will need to purchase ten “Test Answer Shee{3' answer, 1/2 sheet) Scantrons for the pre-lab
assignments. Quizzes are 10 points each and wijiMem at the beginning of class. Anyone arrivingrenthan
5 minutes late will not be able to take the quizzesxams. Quizzes cover material from one or moegious
labs. You'll do your lab activities in groups 0684 students, mostly during class time. We'll alsgew and
discuss your completed lab work during class tiMfaur written work may or may not be collected fairgs.

Attendance: Attendance is required and will be recorded. Ygnade and success in this class is highly depend-
ent on your being here to learn the material. N&eng labs or quizzes will be given. Full-tiragendance will

be worth 1 "bonus" point per lab, up to a total@fpoints There are 13 lab sessions this semester. No atten
dance points will be awarded for the lab practicalthe independent study exercise(s). If you rhies more

labs during the semester, you'll receive an 'F.BEXCEPTIONS Attendance will be based on submission of
your pre-lab exercise, which can only be submistetthe beginning of each laboratory session. IG&JR
responsibility to remember to turn in your pre-labd no late submissions will be accepted, noryeili be

allowed to work on the pre-lab during class. Thisentially means each pre-lab is worth (ppoints.

|  Gradescale Week Tentative L ab topic Point value*
A =93-100 1 Aug. 31 Mineral identification 1(+1)
B+ =87-925 2 Sept. 7 Labor Day, no lab 0
B =83-86.5 3 Sept. 14 Igneous rocks & plate tectonics; 10 + 1(+1)
Mineral traits quiz Quiz 1
B- =80-825 4 Sept. 21 Sedimentary rocks 1(+1)
C+ =77-795 5 Sept. 28 Metamorphic rocks 1(+1)
C =73-765 6 Oct. 5 Review & Lab practical exam 35
C- =70-725 7 Oct. 12 Structural geology 1(+1)
D+ =67-69.5 Oct. 19 Fall Break, nolab 0
D =63-66.5 8 Oct. 26 Field trip - MTSU campus 1(+1)
D- =60-62.5 9 Nov. 2 Fossils | & II;Quiz 2 10 + 1(+1)
F  =below 60 10 Nov. 9 Topographic maps 1(+1)
11 Nov. 16 Tennessee GeologQuiz 3 10 + 1(+1)
12 Nov. 23 “EPR Research Voyage” no lab
(independent computer exerc. 5
13 Nov. 30 Tennessee weather & climate 1(+1)
14 Dec. 7 Review & Lab practical exam 35
Available points: 115

* all aspects of this syllabus are tentative; amgrges will be announced in class
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Grade scale: The grading scale is based on a 100 point tothbastandard grade distribution. The only excep-
tion is for an A -- this is due to the 10 bonusnpeithat are available (i.e. if you do the matle, ldwest 'A’ =
80.6%). If points are awarded for as yaassigned work, the grade scale will be adjusted accordingly

Scheduling: The campus field trip may be postponed to a ldé¢e due to rain or cold. However, we will still
have a lab on that day, Part | of the Fossil andléggc Time lab will be done in class instead. Exercise
“East Pacific Rise Research Voyage” is an indepefsieidy, computer-based activity which you will alo
your own time in lieu of attending class on Novemb&

Course goals: My philosophy of instruction for this course invek a hierarchy of learning. | have ranked the
following outcomes in order from those | value thest (#1) to the least important (#10).

#1) independent critical thinking #6) communicating ideas with appropriate ternl|s
#2) asking well-reasoned questions #7) expressing yourself clearly
#3) focusing on whynore so than what #8) questioning the value of ideas
#4) learning ways of knowing #9) memorizing terms
#5) learning the subject matter, especially funda#10) getting the right answer
mental principles of geoscience

Note that getting the right answer ranks at thédnotof my list. This doesn't mean that | don't wyou
to know material (that's #5), but rather that | twawu to reconsider your priorities. In other wqr#%0 should
result from your efforts on 1-9. In this classrqahe anticipated outcomes are for you to: (1) bezéamiliar
with what geoscientists do and how they do it, @)dmprove your ability to learn technical matéria

By its very nature -- being a physical scienceaftfescience is somewhat challenging. In factjrygpt
university education is all about rising to a ceafje and adapting to novel situations. Many otthrecepts and
skills you will be introduced to in this class wilé new to you.

You will probably be frustrated from time to timg bertain aspects of this course. However, by focus
ing on developing new cognitive abilities, rathwaurt just getting in and out of class each day,witlwery
likely succeed with less effort and be happier wlith outcome. Too often students become uncoopeiatrn-
ers because the right answer evades them. Ratrefaling into that trap, focus instead on thehkigranked
goals in the list above.

Notices:
No electronic digital devices (cell phones, commitbeepers, Black Berry's (sp?), MP3 players) are
allowed in class. No exceptions unless you havecamented disability that requires the use of &aligevice.

Academic misconduct will not be tolerated. Any stdcaught cheating will fail the assignment, qoizexam.
If the episode of cheating is deemed to be suffityeserious, it will be referred to the Assist&éan for
Judicial Affairs and Mediation Services. In caseeadérral, your instructor will assign a failingagie and
request that the student be expelled from the wsitydor academic misconduct.

If you have a disability that may require assiséaocaccommaodation, or you have questions relataty
accommodations for testing, note takers, readtrs,entact the Office of Disabled Student Serviae
898-2783.

The Counseling and Testing Center (898-2670; KUQ) 8available if you are having difficulties withis or
any MTSU class.

Tennessee Lottery scholarships require studemtsiotain a 2.75 GPA for the first 24 semester hansa 3.0
for 48 semester hours. When a recipient drops btiewequired GPA, they lose the scholarship.



