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College and Hugwarlg Experiences

il
Reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone: ghapters five through eight, I found it
easy to relate my first time experience entering college to Harry’s experience at Hﬂgwarté. Even
though Hngwart& is a fictional place and Austin Peay State University is real, the first time
: : Ot : ,
experiences going to &therof-these places are the exact same feelings; scared, excited, and not
knowing what to expect. Harry’s experiences at Hogwm{s are completely different from his
ordinary life, leading him to new learn and experience new things. Reading through the Harry

Potter chapters, | noticed how Harry’s feeling were especially emphasized when he arrived at

Hc-gwanfs. This I can definitely relate to, coming to a yniversity for the first time.

As a first time college student, I found it really difficult to not feel challenged and scared
at the same time. Going away to a college is definitely a one- time experience for anvone. A
good example of this is when Harry was traveling, he was anxiously waiting to arrive at this
school he had never seen or heard about until a month before attending. This was the same
situation | was in. I had never heard of Austin Peay State University until about a month before
classes started. My friends found it odd that 1 would apply for a college that I had never heard of.

Well, some of the best opportunities and experiences happen at a last minute decision.

There are a lot of decisions to make when deciding to go to college, or any other school. |
realized that after graduating from highschool, my whole life changed right before my eyes. 1

had been in school for twelve years with people telling me what to do for my future. Now, it was
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my choice with what I wanted to do with my life. Harry was in the same situation as 1 was.

- o Kiowon 68 ) ’
Hogwarts was a good school, and it was Harry’s decision on what he was going to do with this
opportunity. Yes he chose to go, but he was not getting the input he should have gotten from the

Dursley’s, leaving this once in a lifetime opportunity his decision.

Living in a small community, I got used to living a certain life and never really thought I
would be experiencing a completely new life going to college. I can relate to Harry’s style of
living, except | had good parents. Everyday was a typical day for Harry. He would get up every
momingJﬁd cook breakfast and go along with his everyday chores. My life was almost like that.
I would wake up and do the same thing everyday; eat breakfast and go to work. I never really sat
down to think how my life was starting to become a routine, like a circle. Everyday [ would end
up doing the same things. Harry’s life was the exact same. Whatever Dudley wanted to do, they

would do it.

My experience at Austin Peay has been amazing. | have been very pleased with this
University. Relating to Harry and his first couple of days at Hﬂgwart's and reading how scared
and out of place he felt, I could definitely see where he was coming from. | was scared to death

when I first came to Austin Peay, I was thinking, * Was this Tlf%ii good idea?”. At first it was
sh'ﬂngedgjig come to a place where | knew no one, and this was going to be my home for the
next three to four munths? Exactly the same situation as Harry Potter. Harry took a chance to
experience tﬁ; opportunity and see if this was something worth doing, and even though it was

challenging for him, he chose to go anyway. I had those same questions and opportunities, and

deciding to go was one of the best decisions I made.






