Math 1710

Class syllabus

Fall semester 2006


Instructor:  Cliff Story


cstory@mtsu.edu

http://www.mtsu.edu/~cstory
Old Main 254 (KOM 254)

(Note: I am not "Dr" Story or "Professor" Story, and least of all am I "sir".) 
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[Map of Old Main, second floor, showing my office at KOM 254]

Office hours

TTh, 10:00 to 2:00

Other times by appointment

I can usually be found in my office when not in class, regardless; office hours are times when I promise to be there.

There will be no office hours on Thursday August 31, Tuesday October 3, Tuesday October 31, and Thursday November 30.

Official notices

· If you have a disability that may require assistance or accommodations, or if you have any questions related to any accommodation for testing, note taking, reading, etc., please speak with me as soon as possible.  You may also contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (898-2783) with any questions about such services.

· To retain Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship eligibility, you must earn a cumulative TELS GPA of 2.75 after 24 attempted hours and a cumulative TELS GPA of 3.0 thereafter.  A grade of C, D, F, or I in this class may negatively impact TELS eligibility.  Dropping a class after 14 days may also impact eligibility; if you withdraw from this class and it results in an enrollment status of less than full time, you may lose eligibility for your lottery scholarship.

Important dates

· The drop-without-a-W deadline is Thursday August 31.

· The drop-with-a-W deadline is Sunday October 15.  Note that this is in the middle of Fall break.

· There will be no class on Tuesday October 17 (Fall break), or on Thursday November 23 (Thanksgiving).

· The last day of class is Tuesday December 5.

· The final exam is on Tuesday December 12 at 8:00 (section 020); or Tuesday December 12 at 3:30 (section 029).

Required materials
The assigned textbook for this class is College Algebra (3rd edition) by Gary Rockswold. I won't be making any assignments from the book, so you may be able to get by without it. But I will base the course upon it, and it's the best study aid for the class, so ideally you should at least have access to a copy out of class.

I will post my lecture notes on my home page before the first day of class, supplemented with daily problem sets.  These are a resource, not an assignment.

Please bring an appropriate calculator to class every day, starting with the first day of class. The TI-83 Plus sold in the bookstore is the best choice but the TI-83, TI-84 and TI-84 Plus are also acceptable.

Grading policy
We will have 27 class meetings and a final exam.  We will start each class (including the first day) with a quiz generally over the material discussed in the previous class.  Then we will have other quizzes each class day over new material as we discuss it (think of these as homework done in class).  These classwork quizzes are open book and open notes; the daily quizzes and the final exam are not, although you may use one 3 x 5 card of notes.  The final exam is compulsory.  It will be a departmental exam with 40 multiple-choice questions; I will weight the questions and curve the result.

Points:

· 27 daily quizzes (15 points each)
405 points

· 54 classwork quizzes (5 points each)
270 points

· Final exam
100 points

Total possible
675 points

The sum is actually 775 but 675 will be 100%.  The other 100 points are extra credit, or allow you to miss up to four classes without penalty.  There will be no excused absences and no make-ups!

Those who pass the final and finish with 405 or more points (60%) will receive A, B and C grades; I will assign roughly equal numbers of A and C grades, and at least that many B grades.  I won't know where the lines between the grades fall until after the final exam.

I will post grades on my web page at http://www.mtsu.edu/~cstory.  It’s my intention to update these no later than the day before the next class.
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