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Chesney Sweeps Top Awards at CMAS


It’s been a long time coming for Kenny Chesney who was proclaimed the new king of country music this year, picking up his first-ever accolades in the industry, winning both the coveted Entertainer of the Year and Album of the Year for When the Sun Goes Down, which was produced by Chesney and Buddy Cannon and released on BNA Records. 


“I am so proud to be in country music,” said a visibly shaken Chesney. “I love it with all my heart. I stay up at night on the road thinking about how to make my show better. Thank y’all very much.”


“Country Music’s Biggest Night” hosts Kix Brooks and Ronnie Dunn of Brooks & Dunn kept the night rolling with their signature rambunctious showmanship, with Brooks greeting the country music community and complimenting the Nashville crowd in the Grand Ole Opry who were “dressed up in their Tuesday bests.” The pair received their 12th Vocal Duo of the Year award and sang their upcoming single “It’s Getting Better All the Time” from their second Greatest Hits CD.


The 38th Annual CMA Awards this year marks the first in 12 without country legend mainstay host Vince Gill. Kix joked, “Vince Gill wanted to take a break tonight, which makes us the only nominees for the ‘You’re not as good as Vince Gill Award’ tonight.”

Entertainer of the Year nominee Tim McGraw kicked off the three-hour broadcast with a performance of the rocking “How Bad Do You Want It?” (presumably aimed at the nominees) complete with pyrotechnics. McGraw’s No. 1 smash hit “Live Like You Were Dying,” a tribute to McGraw’s late father Tug, was awarded Single of the Year award. “Live Like You Were Dying” was produced by Bryon Gallimore, Darron Smith, and McGraw and released on Curb Records.


The award marks the continuing tradition of the voters honoring songs with meaning. “Live Like You Were Dying” now joins the ranks of Doug Johnson and Kim William’s “Three Wooden Crosses” in 2003 and Alan Jackson’s “Where Were You (When The World Stopped Turning)” in 2002.

Songwriters Tim Nichols and Craig Wiseman were awarded Song of the Year for the McGraw single.


Joked Wiseman, “I want to have Tim McGraw’s baby.” Nichols added, “The day Craig and I wrote this song, it started like any other day. Now it has been like no other day.

And it was also a night like no other. Newcomers Big & Rich made good on their motto “Country Music Without Prejudice,” performing their theme song “Rollin’ (The Ballad of Big & Rich)” with hillbilly rapper Cowboy Troy and Two-Foot Fred in tow, marking the first time there has been a black entertainer on the CMAs in 20 years, and the first time there has been a legitimate rapper featured on the ceremony. Troy and Fred appeared in the duo’s video for their single “Save A Horse (Ride A Cowboy).”


 “Whiskey Lullaby,” another collaborative effort with Braid Paisley and Alison Krauss picked up awards for both Music Video of the Year (directed by Rick Schroder) and Musical Event of the Year. 


“I want to thank country radio for playing this,” said Paisley. “It says a lot about the great people in our format when they will take a chance on a double-suicide drinking song.”


Other blockbuster collaborations included Shania Twain with Billy Currington on a rotating stage performing “Party of Two,” from Twain’s new Greatest Hits album, Jackson with Patty Loveless performing the chilling ballad “Monday Morning Church,” and Jimmy Buffet, the King of Margaritaville himself, sans Hawaiian shirt, joined with guests Clint Black, Chesney, Jackson, Toby Keith, and George Strait for a star-studded “parrothead” take on the Hank Williams classic “Hey Good Lookin’.” Strait also performed his hit “I Hate Everything,” while Chesney remained cheery on “When the Sun Goes Down.”

Martina McBride was named Female Vocalist of the Year, making it her fourth win, tying Reba McEntire’s record. “When I was a little girl in Kansas, I had some big dreams,” said McBride. “I don’t think I ever dreamed this big.” McBride also performed the poignant “God’s Will” off her RCA Records release Martina.
Australia-born country star Keith Urban delivered a spirited performance on “Days Go By” moments before being awarded Male Vocalist of the Year.


“I am so dumbfounded, I don’t know what to say,” an astonished Urban said. “I thought I was just rounding out the category. I thank Nashville for letting me come and make music because it is all I ever wanted to do anyway.” Urban’s parents had flown in from Down Under and were among the elated faces in the crowd.


Gretchen Wilson toned down her “redneck woman” image on her ballad “When I Think About Cheating” off her debut album Here for the Party, and was awarded the Horizon Award near the end of the night. “I came here last year and sat way back there in the back and dreamed of standing up here someday,” said Wilson. “I had no idea it was going to happen this fast for me.” Wilson then tearfully wished her birthday a happy birthday and commented that it was unfair she got such a great present on her daughters birthday. The Horizon Award is bestowed upon up and coming performers.


Ray Charles, a Horizon nominee in 1984, was honored by hosts Brooks and Dunn in a short tribute to the musician who was credited with developing soul music. Charles often fused country elements into his own music, and had sung duets with Willie Nelson, and even occasionally dented the country charts. Charles died from liver disease in June. 


In a salute to Country Music Hall of Fame 2004 inductee Kris Kristofferson, Willie Nelson performed “For the Good Times,” followed by Faith Hill with “Help Me Make It Through the Night” and Randy Travis with “Sunday Morning Coming Down.” Kristofferson performed his No. 1 1970 hit “Me & Bobby McGee” with Nelson, Hill, and Travis, amid enthusiastic rounds of applause.


Accepting the honor, Kristofferson thanked “John[ny Cash] and June [Carter Cash] for endorsing me when nobody knew me, and for defending me later when everybody did,” to which the crowd laughed.  “I’m so grateful for country music to the time I had with them.”


Reba McEntire paid tribute to fellow Country Hall Music Hall of Fame 2004 inductee John Fogleson. Fogleson, a former record company executive and CMA board chairman, helped further the careers of many Country Music stars, including McEntire. Fogleson graciously received a standing ovation. A revitalized McEntire performed “He Gets That From Me” off her 2003 MCA Release Room to Breathe.


Vocal Duo of the Year Nominee Montgomery Gentry performed the rocking “Gone” off their recent effort, You Do Your Thing, which kept the evening moving along smoothly.


Vocal Group of the Year winners Rascal Flatts performed their new single “Bless the Broken Road.” “We just wanted to be a part of Country Music,” Rascal Flatts bass player Jay DeMarcus said of their second consecutive win in the category. “This makes all the hard work worthwhile. 


Guitarist and producer Dann Huff picked up his second Musician of the Year Award. Huffs work appears on Chesney’s When the Sun Goes Down. The award-winning album was Chesney’s eighth major label release in 12 years.

Presenters at the 38th Annual Country CMA Awards included Dolly Parton, LeAnn Rimes, Joe Nichols, SHeDAISY, Darryl Worley, “CSI: Miami” star Emily Procter, Clint Back, Lonestar, and Lisa Hartman Black.

Other performances of the night included Sara Evans with “Suds in the Bucket,” Toby Keith and 17-year-old daughter Krystal with “Mockingbird,” the 1974 hit for James Taylor and Carly Simon, Terri Clark backed by an all female band with “Girls Lie Too,” and Horizon Award nominee Julie Roberts with “Break Down Here.”

The 39th Annual Country Music Awards will be held in New York. CMA award winners are chosen in voting by industry professional members of the Country Music Association, The international accounting firm Deloitte & Touche LLP, conducts and certifies the balloting.

