SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Nashville Gay and Lesbian Film Festival

October 21-24, 2004

The Belcourt Theatre
Festival Overview

The Belcourt Theatre held the first Nashville Gay and Lesbian Film Festival in September 2003 as part of its mission to provide a venue for cultural events for the Middle Tennessee community. The three-day festival exceeded attendance expectations and encouraged the theatre management to continue the festival as an annual event.


The second festival will be bigger and better and is scheduled from Thursday, October 21, to Sunday, October 24, 2004. The festival programming team numbers five lesbians and gay men from Nashville, includes a Vanderbilt student, and is led by Jim Williams, a professor at MTSU. In an effort to raise the visibility of the Nashville festival and to attract the best films, Williams attended the London Lesbian and Gay Film Festival in April and the New Festival in New York in June. The programming team has already received many entries and expressions of interest from filmmakers in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Africa.


This year’s festival will not only include more films but also more special events related to the films. To achieve this expansion, the festival’s budget will be larger, and the need for sponsorships more critical. Since the Belcourt Theatre is a non-profit entity, it cannot afford to assume the financial burden of the Nashville Gay and Lesbian Film Festival in addition to its regular schedule of films, concerts, and other programs. The Belcourt staff provides the necessary expertise to obtain films, to handle all accounting and business matters, to coordinate publicity, and to screen the films.

Small film festivals are quite expensive. Normally, a theatre shows a film for a week or more and pays the distributor a percentage of the box office sales. For the film festival, however, we pay a flat fee for the right to show the film one time during the festival. That fee is often $500 to $750 per feature film. Add to that the costs of bringing directors and actors to Nashville as well as the general overhead of printing programs, purchasing advertising, mailing promotional materials, and so forth, and one can see that film festivals are an expensive proposition.

The festival team believes the costs are worth it, however, since the films we will show during the festival would not otherwise be seen in Nashville, at least on a big screen. With an entire year of planning, the festival in 2004 will be more widely publicized and attendance will undoubtedly increase. To raise the awareness of the festival in the Middle Tennessee community, the festival presented an audience participation, sing-along screening of the movie “Grease” on June 6, the day after festival volunteers distributed festival information at the Nashville Pride festival in Centennial Park. We have also started collecting data for a festival mailing list that, combined with the Belcourt Film Society membership list, should mean that the festival can mail materials to hundreds of dedicated film lovers in the Middle Tennessee area in the weeks before the festival.

Sponsors will have access to an eclectic, desirable audience for the film festival. The Belcourt Theatre in general attracts a largely affluent, well-educated, progressively-minded, and culturally diverse audience to its films and other cultural events. The Nashville Gay and Lesbian Film Festival expects to build on that audience base while also appealing to youth, community activists, gay parents and their children, and those who may not typically attend “art house” films. What binds festival goers together is their commitment to equality for all persons, their interest in culture, and their willingness to support community events.

In October, the festival will begin on Thursday with an opening night gala with the featured film’s director in attendance for the pre-show reception, a question-and-answer session after the film, and the post-film party. Three or four programs will be presented on Friday afternoon and evening; Saturday will see five programs from early afternoon into the evening. On Sunday, the festival will conclude with programs in the afternoon followed by a special closing night event. Sponsorship opportunities exist for all the films and events and are outlined below.

Special Sponsorship Opportunities: Events and Themes


In addition to the various levels of sponsorship outlined below, sponsorship opportunities are also available for those businesses and organizations that wish to support a particular event or program theme during the festival.

· Opening night gala: underwrite the travel costs of the special guests, the pre-screening reception for festival patrons, and the post-screening party at an appropriate venue.

· Focus on youth program theme: At least two film programs will focus on issues and films relevant to those 21 and under. Targeted sponsorship of this theme will allow those 21 and under free admission to those programs included in the focus-on-youth theme.

· Focus on marriage and parenting theme: Many feature and documentary films have been released this year that focus on gay marriage and parenting issues. The festival seeks targeted sponsorship to support two programs on this theme, with the possibility of post-film discussions with film directors and local experts.

· Focusing on HIV/AIDS theme: The festival would like to include at least one film with a theme related to HIV/AIDS and in a way that allows discussion by those in attendance.

· Closing night special event: Similar to the opening night gala, the closing night special feature may include a special guest or post-festival party, depending on sponsorship and programming opportunities.
Potential sponsors who might wish to target their support should discuss the possibilities in more detail with Jim Williams (jhwillia@mtsu.edu; (615) 292-8417).

Available Levels of Sponsorship

The Belcourt Theatre is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization. Contributions to it may be tax deductible in whole or in part.

PRESENTING: $5000

· In return for this level of support, the sponsor gains presenting rights. Only one presenting sponsorship is available. The festival will be listed in all media (advertisements, press releases, and so forth) as the “Nashville Gay and Lesbian Film Festival Presented by [sponsor’s name].”

· The presenting sponsor’s logo will be displayed most prominently on the cover of the festival program and on all festival advertisements, including sponsorship slides projected on screen before each film.

· The presenting sponsor may hang a large banner outside the Belcourt Theatre and at the front of the auditorium for the duration of the film festival.

· The presenting sponsor will receive five festival passes at the patron level. (A festival patronship costs $100 and includes admission to all films, free membership in the Belcourt Film Society, and an invitation to the private reception before the opening night film.)

· The presenting sponsor may display and distribute promotional materials in the Belcourt Theatre lobby during the duration of the festival.

· Other benefits may be negotiated to suit the sponsor’s and the festival’s needs.

MARQUEE: $2500
· A marquee sponsor, in the absence of a presenting sponsor, will gain top billing on the festival program cover and in all festival advertisements, including sponsorship slides projected on screen before each film. An unlimited number of marquee sponsorships are available. If there are multiple marquee-level sponsors, their logos will share the most prominent position. In any event, the marquee sponsors will receive more prominence than sponsors at a lower financial level.

· The marquee sponsor may hang a large banner at the front of the auditorium for the duration of the film festival.

· The marquee sponsor will receive two festival passes at the patron level. (A festival patronship costs $100 and includes admission to all films, free membership in the Belcourt Film Society, and an invitation to the private reception before the opening night film.)

· The marquee sponsor may display and distribute promotional materials in the Belcourt Theatre lobby during the duration of the festival.

· Other benefits may be negotiated to suit the sponsor’s and the festival’s needs.

MAJOR: $1000

· This level of sponsorship is designed for (but not necessarily limited to) those sponsors who wish to underwrite the costs of a special event during the festival, such as a film screening followed by a question-and-answer period with the director or a discussion of the film with a panel of community leaders.

· If a major sponsor wishes to underwrite a particular event, that sponsorship will be listed prominently in the festival program.

· A major sponsor’s logo will appear on the festival program cover and in all festival advertisements, including sponsorship slides projected on screen before each film. The major sponsors will receive more prominence than sponsors at a lower financial level.

· The major sponsor may hang a banner at the front of the auditorium for the duration of the film festival.

· The major sponsor will receive two festival passes for entry to all films. 

· The major sponsor may display promotional materials in the Belcourt Theatre lobby during the duration of the festival.

· Other benefits may be negotiated to suit the sponsor’s and the festival’s needs.

SUPPORTING: $500

· This level of sponsorship is designed for (but not necessarily limited to) those sponsors who wish to underwrite the costs of a single film during the festival.

· If a supporting sponsor wishes to underwrite a particular film, that sponsorship will be listed prominently in the festival program and on sponsorship slides projected on screen before each film. Two supporting sponsors may wish to combine their efforts to support a special screening as described above for a major sponsor in order to achieve more impact with their sponsorship.

· A supporting sponsor’s logo will appear on the festival program cover and in all festival advertisements. The supporting sponsors will receive the least prominence on the festival program cover and in advertisements.

· The supporting sponsor may hang a banner at the front of the auditorium for the duration of the film festival.

· The supporting sponsor will receive up to ten free tickets for individual film programs (or one festival pass). 

· The supporting sponsor may display promotional materials in the Belcourt Theatre lobby during the duration of the festival.

· Other benefits may be negotiated to suit the sponsor’s and the festival’s needs.

COMMUNITY: $250

· This level of sponsorship is designed for those sponsors, whether individuals, businesses, or organizations, who wish to underwrite the general costs of the festival.

· A community sponsor’s logo or name will appear inside the festival program and on sponsorship slides projected on screen before each film.

· The community sponsor will receive up to five free tickets for individual film programs. 

· The community sponsor may display promotional materials in the Belcourt Theatre lobby during the duration of the festival.

· Other benefits may be negotiated to suit the sponsor’s and the festival’s needs.

Individual Patronage Levels


The festival also seeks the support of individual film lovers and community leaders who wish to underwrite the costs of the festival collectively. The Belcourt Theatre will reward those individuals for their support in a number of ways. The festival hopes to attract at least twenty-five festival patrons in 2004.

FESTIVAL PATRON:
· Festival patrons contribute $100 ($175 for a couple).

· An individual festival patron receives a festival pass with admission to all films ($50 value); a free individual membership in the Belcourt Film Society ($35 value); listing in the patron section of the festival program; and an invitation to a private reception before the opening night film.

· Festival patrons who wish to support the festival as a couple will receive two festival passes with admission to all films ($100 value); a free dual membership in the Belcourt Film Society ($60 value); listing in the patron section of the festival program; and invitations to a private reception before the opening film.

· All patrons may be entitled to a tax deduction for the amount of their gift above the actual value.

Anyone may purchase a festival pass for $50. The pass admits one person to all films and also comes with a coupon for one free concessions item (soda, candy, popcorn).

For More Information

About the festival:  Jim Williams, jhwillia@mtsu.edu, (615) 292-8417

About the Belcourt Theatre: Steve Small, Managing Director, steve@belcourt.org, (615) 846-3150

The film festival’s web site: www.nglff.org
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