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Synopsis: 

This is the story of Ethel Roosevelt, who was ten years old when her father Theodore Roosevelt became president. The family livens up the White House with pets, skating in the basement, biking in the gardens, horseback rides, and “scrambles” throughout the neighboring parks. Ethel must stay away during the week at boarding school where no one seems to like her. Her older sister shares her secret for making friends, a secret that Ethel realizes she already had learned from her father. 

General Review: 

This is a fascinating story describing Ethel’s life as a boarder at the National Cathedral School and her weekends at home at the White House. Students who enjoy history and presidential stories will be greatly entertained by all the information that is presented about the Roosevelt family. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What makes a friend? Would you have been Ethel’s friend?

2. Do people who are in the public eye need to behave differently than people like you and me?  Do we expect them to behave differently? 

3. This book is historical fiction. What parts are fiction and what parts are history? 

Activity Suggestions
1. Research events of President Theodore Roosevelt’s life and perform a classroom skit based on the information. 

2. Create a diorama of the Roosevelt family. 

3. Students work in cooperative groups to create a timeline of Theodore Roosevelt’s life. 

4. Research Washington, D.C. and create brochures of places to visit there. 

Find out more about the Roosevelt family using the following sites: 

www.nps.gov/sahi/kids.htm
www.theodoreroosevelt.org/life/familytree/Ethel.htm 

~ From William Allen White Children’s Book Awards http://www.emporia.edu/libs/wawbookaward/
BookTalk

Imagine how your life would change if your father suddenly became President of the United States. For Ethel Roosevelt, it means changing houses, going to a new school, and having everything you say, wear, and do being recorded by the local newspapers and magazines. Most of the girls at her new boarding school, believe Ethel thinks she’s better than everyone else, which isn’t true at all. Ethel hates the way they ignore her and really misses spending time with her family during the school week. If that isn’t bad enough, she’s afraid someone might try to assassinate her father, Theodore Roosevelt, just like they did President McKinley. Will Ethel ever become accustomed to being in the public eye, or will she always be a constantly watched outcast because of her famous father? 
Prepared by Brenda Day, Library Media Specialist, Crowley Middle School, Crowley Middle School, Crowley, Texas

~From http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/librarians/booktalks
TN Curriculum Standards

Language Arts: 

Content Standard 1.0-- The student will develop the reading and listening skills necessary for word recognition, comprehension, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and appreciation of print and non-print text. (fourth, fifth, and sixth grades)

Social Studies:

History: Content Standard 5.0-- History involves people, events, and issues. Students will evaluate evidence to develop comparative and casual analyses, and to interpret primary sources. They will construct sound historical arguments and perspectives on which informed decisions in contemporary life can be based. (fifth grade)

Individuals, Groups, and Interactions: Content Standard 6.0 –- Personal development and identity are shaped by factors including culture, groups, and institutions. Cent4al to this development are exploration, identification, and analysis of how individuals and groups work independently and cooperatively. (sixth grade)

~Special thanks to Kathy Wimberly, Walnut Grove Elementary, for compiling this information

