	
Rising Water by P.J. Petersen, ISBN:0-689-8414-5 Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, New York © 2002, $16.00, 120 pages. 
The main characters are three young teens, Tracy, Kevin and Luke. They work together in an animal shelter.  Tracy and Luke are brother and sister who volunteer their services.  Kevin is serving community service time at an animal for stealing a car. Luke feels the work would be good for Kevin, while Tracy does not care for Kevin because of experiences with him at school. 
Kevin arrives late for his first day of work, soaking wet and full of attitude.  Tracy has already done most of the work and is not happy about training Kevin.  Not long after Kevin arrives, heavy winter rains cause the town’s levee to break which in turn floods most of the town. Luke and Tracy have a boat so they set off from the center to feed a dog that has been left behind by a friend who left before the storm.   Kevin asks to come along and they agree. On their way they discover thieves in a nearby house. Luke, Tracy, and Kevin, think they can handle the looters on their own. While in the house the looters find Luke trying to set a trap. They tie him up and leave him in a bedroom while they load up. Kevin comes up with a plan and manages to save Luke, but not before the looters shoot a hole in their boat.  Kevin sat on the hole while Tracy dipped the water out and gave the kids a chance to get back and get help. 
In the end the looters were captured and Luke, Kevin, and Tracy come out of the adventure with new perspectives of themselves and each other. 
There is a website for the author P.J. Petersen. Learn more about him and other novels he’s written.  http://usawrites4kids.drury.edu/authors/petersen/ 


P. J. Petersen grew up on a farm six miles from Geyserville, California. He says, “I was sure that I lived in the most boring place in the world -- a prune farm in the middle of nowhere. Since my family didn’t have the time or money to travel, I did my traveling through books. I read everything I could get my hands on. Most of my books came from the Geyserville Public Library, which was one tiny room served by the county Bookmobile. I loved the place, especially on the day after the Bookmobile came.” 

Mr. Petersen wanted to be a writer from the beginning. He had other ambitions, like being an airline pilot and a baseball player, but he always intended to write books.

He was not an immediate success. He wrote seriously for over twenty years without selling a single word. Then he had his best idea -- to write a book for his daughter Karen, a seventh grader at the time. He had never written for young people, but he knew the kind of books his daughter liked. That book, WOULD YOU SETTLE FOR IMPROBABLE?  was his first published novel. He has been writing books for young people ever since.

Mr. Petersen lives with his wife, Marian, in Redding, California. He has two grown daughters, Karen and Carla, and two grandchildren, Ryan and Emma. A graduate of Stanford University with a Ph.D. in American literature from the University of New Mexico, he taught at Shasta College from 1964 to December 2000. Now that he has retired from teaching, he is available for school visits, workshops, or conferences.

http://usawrites4kids.drury.edu/authors/petersen/
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Rising Water by P.J. Peterson

A. Match the vocabulary words with the correct meaning:

1. _______ Volunteer

2. _______ Windowsill

3. _______ Bailing

4. _______ Potholes

5. _______ Furiously

6. _______ Wriggled

7. _______ Moron, idiot, stupid, dumb,                         

8. _______ Slime balls

9. _______ Eucalyptus trees (yu-ku-lip-tus)

10. _______ Currents

11. _______ Boondocks

12. _______ Mentor

	a. In the middle of nowhere, rural
	g.  Board at the bottom of a window

	b.  Someone who works without pay
	h. Movement in flowing waters

	c. Moving parts of body
	i. Dipping water or liquid in small amounts

	d. Deep round hole often in roads 
	j. Actively, almost violently

	e.  Wise or faithful teacher
	k. Words that indicate foolish or silly actions

	f. Genus of mostly Australian trees
	l. derogatory name for people


Vocabulary specific to story:

Capture Stick, a device invented by Luke for catching wild animals without harming them, Described on page 43

Identify the meaning of these words using the context.  Check the book to see if you are correct.

Hotsy-totsy pg.15

“I won’t embarrass you in front of your hotsy-totsy friends.

Seedy pg. 116

“Luke stopped the van in front of Kevin’s seedy apartment house. As bad as the building was…”

Look in the same paragraph for another word that means the same.  (ratty)

Gooshy pg 116

“Doesn’t he ever say anything gooshy?”  (like “You have beautiful eyes. Or “I just love your smile.”

From School Library Journal
Grades 6-9--Kevin is assigned to an animal-rescue agency as a part of the public-service hours he must serve for stealing a car. He learns the ropes from a volunteer named Tracy and her older brother, Luke. Unimpressed by the "jailbird," Tracy finds the fellow freshman a bit like a wild animal in need of taming. When persistent rains cause a river to break through the levee, the teens are asked to take food out, by boat, to a stranded black Lab. The rapidly rising water adds to the urgency of their mission but the group encounters a more dangerous situation when they suspect burglars are ransacking an unoccupied house. The story unfolds rapidly as Kevin and Luke investigate the property and spy on the armed thugs. Kevin narrowly escapes as he and Tracy dodge a bullet that puts a hole in their boat. The pair must resolve their differences in order to survive and return for Luke. The chapters alternate point of view between Tracy and Kevin, exposing their emotions and vulnerabilities. Both personalities are well developed and the end of the story cements their evolving friendship. Background details of animal rescue and floodwater problems add realism, and the author effectively ties these elements to the characters' resourcefulness in solving their dilemma. This suspenseful adventure will be a sure hit with reluctant readers. 

Vicki Reutter, Cazenovia High School, NY
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

--This text refers to the Hardcover edition. 

From Booklist
Gr. 6-12. Kevin, a young car thief assigned to community service at an animal rescue agency, finds more than he bargained for when a flood compels him and fellow teenage workers Luke and Tracy (Luke's sister) to embark on a rescue mission. When looters kidnap Luke, Kevin and Tracy must overcome their mutual dislike in order to save Luke and nab the culprits. Petersen tells the story through the alternating perspectives of the teens, with each chapter combining suspenseful, quickly paced adventure with character insights. This is formula fiction nicely done, with Petersen keeping words and gestures true to each character. The dialogue sounds genuine, and the emotions are clear but never stereotypic. The suggestion of a future romance is an enticing addition to a story about courage and triumphing over personal shortcomings. Roger Leslie
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the Hardcover edition. 


That's Cheeky!

By: Dr. Susan Shafer based on The Ravenmaster's Secret 
by Elvira Woodruff 

About the Book
Set in London in 1735, this is the story of Forrest Harper, an eleven-year old living with his family at the Tower of London. Accompanied by his pet raven, Tuck, Forrest cares for the ravens that are caged at the fortress. Forrest's loneliness is eased when he befriends a local boy named Rat. The two boys imagine faraway lands, making their fantasies lifelike by sketching scenes of knights, horses, and dragons.

A young girl arrives as prisoner at the Tower. The daughter of a Scottish Rebel, and therefore, an enemy, Forrest and Maddy, too, become friends. One day news comes that Maddy is to be executed, so Forrest, with the help of Rat (now called Ned), devises a plan to free her.

Risking his own safety and that of his parents and sisters, Forrest (and Ned) helps Maddy escape. The three ultimately grow up to fulfill their destinies: Ned becomes a cabin boy on a ship and sails around the world. Maddy lives safely in France. Forrest remains in London and becomes a Ravenmaster at the Tower, like his father before him.

Set the Stage
Explain that this book is historical fiction, a story set in the past that contains fictional characters. Talk about some historical fiction students have already read. Bring out that books of this genre are often written using the language of the period.

Show pictures of the Tower of London. Discuss when and how the Tower was built. (See the Prologue and pp. 217-221 in the book for details.) Introduce terms such as moat, ravenmaster, and Yeoman Warder. Explain that the central character of the story is a boy whose family lives in the Tower, tending to the ravens and the prisoners. Explain that the boy faces a problem when he befriends a Scottish prisoner.

Review
After students have read the book, lead a thoughtful discussion with these questions:

· How did Forrest change from the beginning of the story to the end? 

· What surprised you about life in the Tower of London in the 1730s? 

· Do you think that Forrest took good care of his pet, Tuck? Why or why not? 

· Do you think Forrest was wise to help Maddy? To help Ned? Why or why not? 

· How would your life be different if you lived in London in the 18th century? 

Student Activity
Students can check their understanding of special English words from history by matching each word with its meaning.

Related Activities
To extend students' enjoyment of the book, try these:

· A to Z: Make a large illustrated dictionary of special terms from the book, such as breeches and ginger biscuit. 

· About the Author: Find out more about author/illustrator Elvira Woodruff in the Authors and Books section of our site. 

· Five Senses: Have students make a list of words or phrases from the story that convey each of the five senses. For example, for smell: "He breathed in the delicious aroma of oatacakes fresh from the fire." 

· Hold an English Fair: Have groups of students working on costumes, food, and appropriate entertainment. Invite other classes to attend the festivities. 

· Sketch It! Rat and Forrest used charcoal to draw pictures on the walls. Ask pairs of students to use charcoal to draw favorite scenes from the story. 

· Find the Facts: Using Internet and book research, have students make a list of Top Ten Facts About the Tower of London. 

· For the Birds: Suggest that students create illustrated booklets on ravens, with chapters on types, appearance, diet, habitats, and breeding. Present the books to a younger class. 

Reproducibles:  That's Cheeky! Student Activity Sheet


(PDF) 


About the Author
Dr. Susan Shafer is a former elementary school teacher with more than twenty years of classroom experience and a doctorate in education from Teachers College, Columbia University. While teaching she received special recognition for her innovative, theme-based teaching methods. The author of two books for children and numerous articles for adults, Susan is presently a freelance writer, editor, and educational consultant.
http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=2955
Ravenmaster’s Secret by Elvira Woodruff

Ravenmaster's Secret, The

ALAN Review,  Winter 2004  by Villanueva, Patricia
The Ravenmaster's secret by Elvira Woodruff Scholastic Press, 2003, 240 pp., $15.95 Bullying/Adventure ISBN 0-439-28133-4

"Chores, chores and more chores," Forrest complained (p.l), a very typical phrase we hear from young and not-so-young people. The Ravenmaster's secret is one truly interesting story that will keep your eyes glued on each page to find out what happens to 11-year old Forrest Harper. he is the son to one of the Tower's guards (Yeoman Warders), who lives in a small cottage tucked in the outer walls of the Tower of London.

In the beginning of the story, Forrest complains about nearly everything. he wants to go outside the Tower to prove his courage-where no bullies will make fun of him and he can explore different worlds. His daily chores include taking care of ravens kept in the Tower to prevent them from leaving; it is believed that when the ravens leave the Tower, the Tower will fall into the enemy's hands. The position requires a responsible, patient, steadfastness, and keen-eyed person who can gain their trust and understand their ways.

Forrest seems to be the perfect candidate for the job. But the curiosity for exploring the world with his best friend, Rat, just seems to be getting further and further away. His great adventures in London's most feared prison do not satisfy his hunger for adventure until he meets Maddy, a Scottish 11-year-old rebel imprisoned in the tower. After learning about the unfairness of his king, Forrest is confused about his destiny. Should he commit treason by helping Maddy escape? Or should he obey the law and allow his innocent friend to be executed?

From Nancy Keane’s Booktalks at http://www.nancykeane.com/booktalks/woodruff_ravenmaster's.htm
Permission is granted for the noncommercial duplication and use of this resource, provided it is substantially unchanged from its present form and appropriate credit is given.
Booktalk #1 

The year is 1735 and Forrest Harper is the son of a prison guard and Ravenmaster at the Tower of London.  A ravenmaster takes care of the ravens that live within the prison.  To become a ravenmaster is not easy because in order to understand the ravens, you must first gain their trust.  Eleven year old Forrest has a pet raven named Tuck.  Living within the walls of this prison is very lonely for Forrest.  But he has his family, his raven, Tuck, and the friendship of Ned, a young chimney sweep.  But that is still not enough for Forrest.  He dreams of someday leaving the prison walls and towers.  When Forrest hears that captured Scottish rebels will be coming to his prison, he is thrilled.  He will see firsthand the dangerous and hated Scots who are to be executed.  One of the prisoners is a girl about Forrest’s age.   Forrest’s job is to take food to this rebel.  Her name is Maddy and as Forrest learns more about her, he learns that the Scots are not monsters and he becomes friends with her.  When he learns that Maddy will be executed, he must decide whether to risk being a traitor to his family and country or to ignore what he feels is right.   Forrest is faced with a moral dilemma that even most adults would have a hard time trying to figure out.  To find out Forrest’s decision and to get a glimpse of what life was like in London during this time, read “The Ravenmaster’s Secret” by Elvira Woodruff.

Booktalk #2 

Eleven year old Forrest lives at the Tower of London, which in 1735 has a jail and execution grounds. His job is to help his father, the Ravenmaster, take food to the prisoners and tend the Tower birds. However, when their newest prisoner turns out to be the young daughter of a Scottish rebel, Forrest begins to question the terrible things he's always heard about Scots. He befriends Maddy, and when her father and uncle are murdered trying to escape, he swears to help her escape, despite an inevitable treason conviction if he's caught.
