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TENNESSEE STANDARDS
Reading

Content Standard: 1.0 
The student will develop the reading and listening skills necessary for word recognition, comprehension, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and appreciation of print and non-print text. 
Learning Expectations:
1.01 Continue to develop oral language and listening skills.
1.02 Develop an understanding of the concepts of print.

1.04 Use decoding strategies to read unfamiliar words.
1.05 Read to develop fluency, expression, accuracy, and confidence.
1.06 Expand reading vocabulary.
1.07 Employ pre-reading strategies to facilitate comprehension.
1.08 Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while reading and to check for understanding after reading.
1.09 Refine study skills and develop methods of research to enhance learning.
1.11 Read independently for a variety of purposes.
1.12 Experience and explore the elements of various literary and media genres.
1.13 Develop and sustain a motivation for reading.
SOMETHING ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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from Amy Gordon’s web site:  http://www.amyagordon.com/
What are your first memories? 

I was born in Boston, Massachusetts, but my first memory is of flying over the ocean. I remember looking out of the airplane window and I remember sitting in my mother's lap. We were flying to France where we lived the first few years of my life. 

My first real memories, though, are set in London, where we lived next. I remember the London fog enveloping everything in mystery; I remember a climbing tree in the yard; I remember my sister stuffing me into a dark and terrifying little elevator that was used to bring food up from the kitchen. (It was called a dumb waiter and it was attached to pulleys and a rope.) I remember someone telling me if I swallowed gum it would stay in my stomach forever. (This was right after I swallowed some gum.) 

Where did you spend your early years? 

When I was six, we moved back to a suburb outside of Boston. We lived on a hill, in a neighborhood full of kids, and we all walked up through the woods to school. It was an enchanted childhood, carefree and unconscious, lived largely out of doors; we played Spud on the grassy common, hide and go seek in the woods, rode our bikes endlessly—(mostly pretending they were horses—those were the days of Davy Crockett and Daniel Boone) skated on frozen ponds. We rambled, wild and free. 

Summertime was spent on a lake in New Hampshire with cousins, where except for sailing lessons, we also rambled, wild and free. 

What was school like for you? 

School wasn't really work—we wrote stories, put on plays—we liked our teachers, and they liked us. 

After sixth grade, I went to a new school. It had long, dark corridors and it always seemed to be raining. The teachers were strict and there was a lot of homework, but it was one of those strict teachers who taught me to become a better thinker, writer, and reader. 

After that year, my family moved to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It was a big move in many ways: from childhood to adolescence; from a home where I made my own bed to a home with many servants; from a proper all-girls' school to a huge, public-school style school with all sorts of kids from all sorts of countries. Rio was exotic and romantic, as different as could be from New England. 

After two years, I was sent back to the United States for a more serious education at a girls' boarding school. I went there for five years—five years of a blue uniform skirt, a white blouse, sensible shoes, and crazy housemothers. In the fall of my first year, John F. Kennedy was shot; in the spring of my last year, Bobby Kennedy was shot. 

I went to Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, New York during the turbulent years of the late '60's and early '70's. 

When did you first begin writing? 

During those years, I discovered I could get people to pay attention to me through the written word—I come from a family of talkers, and as the youngest I sometimes felt ignored—so I figured out I could be noticed by writing funny things for Christmas presents. Everything would stop as my father read aloud what I'd written. It was very satisfying! 

What do you do when you're not writing? 

After graduating, I wasn't sure what I wanted to do: eventually, I found my way to teaching; I was a camp counselor for many years and knew that I loved working with kids. Now I teach drama and put on plays with kids and write as much as I can between teaching and raising my two sons, Nick and Hickory. 

BOOKTALKS
Book Review: From School Library Journal
Grade 5-7–Lydia Rice attends the Florence T. Pocket Boarding School. Her parents are divorced, her beloved grandmother has recently died, and she does not like her new school. She has difficulty making friends until she meets Howie, the maintenance man/night watchman, during one of her nocturnal wanderings through the school. He teaches her to be a silly wizard and sets up a task for her: to identify the characters in a mural painted in the hallway at the turn of the century. By unraveling this mystery, Lydia makes a series of discoveries about her family and herself. Throughout the novel, Howie gives her stories of magic and transformation that he has written. His advice to her is to be true to herself. This is a gentle story told in diary form of a young girl coming to terms with her struggles. Readers will identify with Lydia's difficulty adjusting to the changes and losses in her life, and, like her, will appreciate the healing power of a good friend.–Elizabeth Fernandez, Brunswick Middle School, Greenwich, CT 
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LESSON PLANS / ACTIVITIES
From the William Allen White Children’s Book Awards site:

http://www.emporia.edu/libsv/wawbookaward/masterlists/theoldwillisplace.htm
Activities: 
 1. Learn about the 1960’s: 

· visit The Tumultuous 1960’s  - http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/modules/1960s/index.cfm for lesson plans, primary sources, additional resources, etc.  
· use Kathy Schrock’s 1960’s Web Quest at http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/museum/webquest.html
2.  Create Secret Codes:

· visit the National Teacher’s Training Institute:  http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/ntti/resources/lessons/m_ssh/index.html for a great lesson on secret codes

Have you ever wanted to tell a secret, but tell it in such a way that outside listeners wouldn't understand it? Why, you need a secret code! Codes can camouflage a message by using pictures, sounds, letters, gestures, and/or numbers. You can make up your own rules for a code and share these rules with the friend you want to read it. A code is successful only if someone can reverse the rules and decipher it. By viewing clips of the Cyberchase episode, "Codename: Icky," students will see our heroes make and decipher several different codes, and begin constructing their own rules for a code. Students will also learn to express themselves using gestures, letters, symbols, and numbers to further examine the phenomenon of coding.

· A fun activities from Education World to learn about other code writers – 
Thomas Jefferson - http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/03/lp296-02.shtml
Navaho Code Talkers - http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2213.shtml
