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Editorial Reviews
From School Library Journal.  Grade 4-7–Piper's narration traverses the years 1973-'77 in a small Southern town. The 10-year-old's grandparents and her aunt (who is Piper's age and her best friend) are the constants in her life as other things change. Her parents divorce, her father remarries and is subsumed by his new family, her mother completes the college education she'd jettisoned for marriage, but leaves the girl to her own devices while she works, attends classes, or goes off with a new boyfriend. All this contributes to Piper's sense of abandonment, especially when combined with the naturally occurring dislocation of early adolescence. Piper finds some solace in writing. She's long been addicted to collecting unusual words. Now she turns increasingly to poetry as an emotional outlet, eventually producing a poem that she reads aloud at the public library to high acclaim. The approbation of the adults in town awakens Piper's parents to her talents and her pain, and the book ends with the promise of better communication among them. White attempts to cover so much territory that the plot sometimes jumps abruptly from one situation to the next, and some of the characters are underdeveloped. A subplot involving the long-suppressed truth about the parentage of a boy who is friends with the two girls is interesting, but less convincing than Piper's chronicle. Still, the protagonist is real enough to hold the interest of girls on the verge of becoming teens.–Miriam Lang Budin, Chappaqua Public Library, NY; © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. 

From Booklist.  Gr. 4-6. White's story, set in Buttermilk Hill, North Carolina, begins in 1973, when Piper Berry is 10. Life is good for her, but it's not as happy for her mother, who aspires to more than small-town life and living in a trailer. There's a divorce, her mother goes back to college, and her father remarries and has a new family, leaving Piper to learn both acceptance and how to shape her own future--which she does through her poetry. The first-person narrative rings true, and the book is at its best when Piper deals with situations divorced children face, such as stepfamilies, and diminished time spent with a loved parent. A subplot about a friend who turns out to be a stolen child adds an interesting if unrealistic note to the story, as does the fairy-tale ending, in which Piper gets a poetry scholarship to an exclusive school. Still, this is a good balance of happiness and hard knocks, and many readers will recognize what Piper is up against when it comes to family life. Ilene Cooper© ALA 

Book Description: Finding a way to cope through poetry

The days seem carefree for Piper Berry in her hometown of Buttermilk Hill, North Carolina -- days filled with fishing with her daddy and ten-year-old aunt/best friend Lindy and listening to her grandmother's stories. But then Mama, Tiny Lambert (whom readers may remember from Weeping Willow), announces she wants more out of life than being a housewife, and Daddy thinks this is unreasonable. He moves out and that ugly word d-i-v-o-r-c-e becomes a reality. Soon Mama's time becomes consumed with waiting tables and taking college classes. Daddy remarries, adopts two sons, and has a new baby daughter. Piper can't help but feel as if she doesn't belong anywhere anymore, and her only comfort is found in spending time with Lindy and their friend Bucky, whose life is full of his own share of family trouble. Piper's growing interest in and talent for poetry help her find a voice to say the things that are hardest and make an important decision about following her own dreams. 
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About the Author: Ruth White is the author of many novels, including the Newbery Honor Book Belle Prater’s Boy and its sequel, The Search for Belle Prater, as well as Weeping Willow, an ALA Best Book for Young Adults. Ms. White lives in Hummelstown, Pennsylvania.

Interview with author on Scholastic Books/Teachers/Authors & Books: http://books.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/authorstudies/authorhome.jsp?authorID=6321&displayName=Interview%20Transcript
Biography:  I was born in the Appalachian hills of Virginia, which is the setting for Belle Prater's Boy and The Search for Belle Prater. I lived there until I graduated from high school and went away to college. Though I left the hills, they never left me. My memories of those years are quite vivid. I have always referred to that time as both traumatic and wonderful. I get most of my ideas for my stories from those memories of my childhood home, the small coal-mining town of Grundy, Virginia. 

I started writing at a very young age. I remember trying to write stories before I was even able to put long sentences together. It was just something I felt compelled to do, probably because I loved stories so much. We had no television because my family was very poor; my mother was raising my three sisters and me with very little money. So we read aloud and enjoyed each other’s company.

Eventually I became a teacher and then a school librarian. Working in the public schools among adolescents fueled my desire to write, and I suppose the age group I worked with helped me determine that I wanted to write for them instead of for adults or smaller children. I wrote my first book, The City Rose, based on an experience that happened when I taught seventh and eighth grade in Mt. Pleasant, North Carolina. The schools had recently been integrated, and I had two black girls in one of my classes. I noticed that whenever we went to the library, they didn’t check out any books. Finally, they told me that it was because they couldn’t find any books about black children. So I decided to write one.

For Belle Prater's Boy, my inspiration came from Grundy, like it has so many times. When I was small I used to ride through the nicest residential area there and look at the pretty houses and manicured lawns. I thought these were wealthy people who had ideal lives. Only in later years did I realize that the people living in those houses were quite average, living the way most Americans live. They had their own particular problems, which I could not even imagine. So I decided to set a novel there. First, I created Gypsy, the city mouse, who lived in one of those pretty houses, and Woodrow, the country mouse, who was from the sticks. Then I asked them to tell me their story. 

I didn’t plan to write a sequel to Belle Prater's Boy. I thought Woodrow's theory about what happened to his mother would be enough for the reader, but it obviously was not. I had many letters from readers wanting to know what happened to Belle, and asking me to write a sequel. Actually, I did the first draft of the sequel in the late nineties. After many revisions, I created The Search for Belle Prater.

When I'm not writing, I like to walk in the park with my golden retriever, listen to books on tape, and watch movies. Away from home, I like to visit schools and talk to young people about books and writing. My daughter usually travels with me, and we have a great time together.

I'm now reading one of your books called Belle Prater's Boy. I think it a really good book.  What is your newest book that is out?  Are you working on a new book or short story now?  How was your childhood "traumatic and beautiful"? 

Jennifer:  The critics say that Belle Prater's Boy is my best book. Perhaps it is. It is difficult for me to see that. My latest book is The Search for Belle Prater, a sequel to Belle Prater's Boy. I didn't think it needed a sequel, but my readers did. So there it is. 

I am working on a novel right now, based on the 3 years that my family lived in a coal camp in Southwest Virginia. It is almost true — almost, but with a few fictitious events thrown in to make it more interesting. 

My childhood was traumatic because my father was murdered when I was 6, and we were very poor, among other problems. It was beautiful because we were wild and as free as the animals in the hills. We lived in a place which was very quiet and peaceful and safe for children. We played outside in the creeks and hills, raised much of our own food, had lots of friends, had a great deal of attention from the adults in our lives, and didn't have to worry much about anything. We swung on grapevines like Tarzan, and we took picnic lunches of meat and biscuits and Kool-Aid. We picked wild fruit right off the trees. In autumn we had campfires where we sat around telling ghost stories and roasting wienies and marshmallows. I have many pleasant memories such as these.
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Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.  From Buttermilk Hill


"There's got to be more than housecleaning and laundry, cooking and taking care of Piper, churchgoing and . . . and PTA!" Mama spit out each word like it put a bad taste in her mouth. 

"You couldn't stand my life for one day, Denver Berry, you know that?"


There was a pause before Daddy suggested, "You could work for Papa at the Tarheel."


Mama laughed. "No thank you, not interested."


"Just what are you interested in?" Daddy wanted to know.

"Well, it's not waiting on tables at a truck stop for tips. The Tarheel was your parents' dream, Denver. Now it's their whole life -- but not mine. I wish that's all it would take to make me happy."

"I'll tell you what would make me happy," Daddy said. "I want to have me a son and raise him up here in Buttermilk Hill, and live a simple life. That's all I want, and it's all you should want, too."

"We have nothing to offer another child!" Mama's voice was angry. "We're still living in a trailer, for crying out loud!"


"We won't always live in a trailer," Daddy said.

"But right now we do!" Mama went on. "And having another child would not be fair to anybody!"

"I'll tell you what's not fair," Daddy said. "That I've got only one kid and it's not a boy!"

It changed position in bed and counted the tree silhouettes against the night sky.

Activities:

Retrieved from Greece Central School District, Reading Strategies (Brian Ladewig)

http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Reading/Reading%20Strategies/anticipation%20guide.htm
What is it?  When skillful readers pick up a new book, their minds go into "anticipation mode;" they have developed a set of strategies that help them get ready to read.  They examine such things as: the cover and its art work, the book flaps, excerpts from the reviews, the writer's biography, the number of pages and print size; often these readers will open to several points in the text to sample the style and voice of the writer. Struggling readers will often skip all of these strategies as possible ways to approach a text; therefore, if we can design activities that will help them to anticipate "the big ideas" that will be revealed, it may provide an initial "hook" that draws them into the text.

What does it look like?  Anticipation Guides are often structured as a series of statements with which the students can choose to agree or disagree.They can focus on the prior knowledge that the reader brings to the text, or the "big ideas" or essential questions posed (implicitly or explicitly) by the writer as a way for the reader to clarify his/her opinions before reading the text and then compare them to the writer's message as they read.

How could I use, adapt or differentiate it?
· Use them as a preparation for a preliminary discussion on one or more of 

the ideas as a way to introduce the text (dialogue, debate, Socratic seminar, jigsaw discussion). 

· Develop one or more of them as writing prompts (journal, essay, 


persuasive piece). 

· Have students chose one (or more) and "track them" throughout the 


piece of literature. 

· Return to them at the end of the play, novel, essay, etc. for clarification 


and closure. 

· Differentiate this activity to make it more inductive (and challenging) by 

simply giving students a list of the themes and have them generate a list of statements for an anticipation guide. 

From Linda’s Link to Literature/Teacher Tools. (Linda Bendall, Laura Claytor)

http://www.lindaslinkstoliterature.com/lll/teachertools.htm
Guided Comprehension: Previewing Using an Anticipation Guide

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=226
Anticipation Guide TEMPLATE

Name: 









Period: 


Anticipation Guide

Title: 







Directions:  On the continuum in front of each of the numbers, place an “x” that indicates where you stand in regard to the statement that follows.  Be prepared to defend and support your opinions with specific examples.  After reading the text, compare your opinions on those statements with the author's implied and/or stated messages.

Strongly Agree         Strongly Disagree


1.  


     


2.









3.






4.


5.






6.






7.






8.






9.






10.

Buttermilk Hill

Created by Mrs. Martin, QuizCenter © 2000 - 2002. This quiz was generated at Quiz Center on DiscoverySchool.com. All rights reserved.  Retrieved 9/27/06 by C. Ellen @ http://school.discovery.com/quizzes21/docmartin/buttermilk.html
1. What do Piper's parents argue about that ends up separating them?

[image: image1.wmf]

Piper's parents fight over how to discipline Piper for her behavior.
[image: image2.wmf]

Piper's father wants to follow his dreams.
[image: image3.wmf]

They argue about where they should live.
[image: image4.wmf]

Her mother wants to go to college and follow her dreams, while her father just wants to live the life he has.


2. What happens to Piper in church?

[image: image5.wmf]

She has to sing a solo in front of everyone.
[image: image6.wmf]

She falls asleep and starts snoring.
[image: image7.wmf]

Booger runs into church during the sermon.
[image: image8.wmf]

Mr. Mack dies and falls over on her.


3. At bedtime, which story do Piper and Lindy most like to hear?

[image: image9.wmf]

Black Beauty
[image: image10.wmf]

Little House on the Prairie
[image: image11.wmf]

The Wild Girl
[image: image12.wmf]

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.


4. Where do Lindy and Piper first get to know Bucky?
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They get to know Bucky at the cemetery.
[image: image14.wmf]

They get to know Bucky in the woods.
[image: image15.wmf]

They get to know Bucky at the diner.
[image: image16.wmf]

They get to know Bucky in the barn.


5. Once he's remarried, what does Piper's father do that hurts her so much?
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He gets a new dog.
[image: image18.wmf]

He doesn't take her to the fair.
[image: image19.wmf]

He and Melba buy horses for Lewis and Larry, but not for Piper
[image: image20.wmf]

He calls her the Berry from Elsewhere.




6. What is Piper's talent?

[image: image21.wmf]

Her talent is playing sports; especially basketball.
[image: image22.wmf]

Her talent is writing; especially poetry.
[image: image23.wmf]

Her talent is singing.
[image: image24.wmf]

Her talent is playing the piano.


7. What are Bucky, Piper and Lindy doing when they figure out who Bucky is named after?
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They are watching old movies.
[image: image26.wmf]

They are chatting with truckers on the CB radio.
[image: image27.wmf]

They are reading their mother's journal.
[image: image28.wmf]

They are flipping through old yearbooks.


8. Where and how does Piper finally show everyone her skills?

[image: image29.wmf]

She wins the free-throw competition at the town fair.
[image: image30.wmf]

She reads her poem, "In Young Girls' Dreams", at the library's open mic night.
[image: image31.wmf]

She publishes her poem, "My Home Town" in the newspaper.
[image: image32.wmf]

She sings the National Anthem at the 4th of July picnic.


9. Who is Bucky's (Boris's) real father?
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Melba's ex-husband
[image: image34.wmf]

Denver.
[image: image35.wmf]

Dr. Fisher
[image: image36.wmf]

Mr. Cheep.


10. At the end of the story, where do Piper and her mother move?

[image: image37.wmf]They move to Chapel Hill.
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The move to Walden Pond.
[image: image39.wmf]

They don't move at all.
[image: image40.wmf]

They move to Nashville.
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