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Important Dates to Remember
- On September 12th the students’ first paper will be due.  Topics and theses for the paper have already been handed in, reviewed, and returned.

- On October 25th speeches will be conducted by each student.  Parents and Guardians, a great way to help your student practice is to be their audience.

- On November 8th permission slips must be returned in order for each student to watch “The United States of Leland.” This movie was directed by Matthew Ryan Hoge and stars Don Cheadle, Kevin Spacey, and Ryan Gosling.

- December 15th will be the last day to sign up for AP English Classes.  Students will gain a college credit and become challenged and liberated through Literature and Poetry.  Throughout the year more challenging books, poems, and plays will be read.  For more information contact Jim Harlow at (615) 434-7835.

Reading for Adults

Students are required to read because of school but adults hardly ever are required to read fictional novels.  Sure reading the newspaper and brochures and work counts, but don’t you just one a little action and a little adventure.  Check out these suggested readings for adults to wet those fictional taste buds:

Seize the Day by Saul Bellow

The Floating Opera by John Barth

Also, if you have not read the controversial book The Davinci Code by Dan Brown it is about time you get out from underneath the rock you are living in and give it a try.
New York Times Bestseller List

Here are the top five sellers in fiction over the past week according to the New York Times:

(1) Lisey’s Story by Stephen King

(2) For One More Day by Mitch Albom

(3) The Collectors by David Baldacci

(4) Act of Treason by Vince Flynn

(5) Echo Park by Patrick Connelley
Your Student’s Grades

«First_Name» «Last_Name»’s grades are currently:

Participation Average: «Par_Avg»
Quiz Average: «Q_Avg»
Paper Average: «Pap_Avg»
Test Average: «Test_Avg»
Final Average: «Final_Avg» («Grade»)

Remember your student still has plenty of time to raise his or her overall grade.  
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Shakespeare in the Park

What is your student doing on this weekend?  Sleepovers and parties are all fun and dandy but why not take some family time and go see Macbeth in Nashville’s Centennial Park running from August 10th through September 10th.  This is a great opportunity to indulge in one of the greatest playwrights of all time.
Study Habits 

The following habits might help your student in studying not only for English but any other subject in school.
- Pick a dedicated space to study.

- Stick to a routine when studying.  Studying at the same time everyday may help.

- Focus on what you think you will need to know for tests or quizzes.

- Vary your studying activities.  Do not continue the same studying activity for to long as it will bore you.

- Last but not least, reward yourself after long bouts with studying.
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Student Fiction of the Week

A sample excerpt from student 

John Minkel’s story “Wait!”


Randall turned the corner into the pitch black darkness.  He remembered from a child the layout of this old house and exactly how many steps it took to get from the bedroom to the refrigerator door.  What he didn’t remember was the man standing on the other side of the corner waiting with a blunt knife already covered in blood.
To read the rest of this story please contact me at matt.earls@comcast.net.

Matthew Earls
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