
TINY TEACHERS NEEDED

Project Help is in need of little

teachers for its special-needs stu-

dents. It has immediate openings

for toddlers 15 months to 30 months

old to serve as role models for the

program. For more information,

please call 615-898-2458 or e-mail

mbowens@mtsu.edu.

ARE YOU ON THE LIST YET?

Nearly 7,200 users are regis-

tered for MTSU’s emergency text-

messaging system, nearing the goal

of 10,000 users by August. Please

encourage students you meet this

summer to learn more and register

now by visiting www.mtsu.edu/
alert4u; all new faculty and staff

should register for the alert

updates, too.www.mtsunews.com
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Commencement!
Aug. 9 ceremony features

address from professor
see page 7
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M
TSU students are going back in time this summer—and bringing history forward—by using their expertise to help expand visitor services and pre-
serve and maintain the grounds and artifacts at the Stones River National Battlefield. Twenty-one students majoring in public history, biology, agri-
culture, mass communication or outdoor recreation are using their talents and knowledge in sometimes unexpected ways.

Preserving battlefield is hot summer work

G
raduate students in MTSU’s
public history program are
preserving the military and

cultural history of Murfreesboro at
Stones River National Battlefield.

Elizabeth Goetsch, 23, a third-
year graduate student, and John
George, 43, a doctoral candidate in
public history, are working along-
side the battlefield staff to bring his-
tory to life for tourists and visitors. 

Goetsch is a park ranger and
gives tours both in the museum and
on the grounds. Her interests extend
beyond the military element of the
battlefield’s history, and she incor-
porates details about lesser-known
people and groups into her talks. 

“I try to build the story more
than just the battle, because the
landscape tells more stories,”

Grad students’
love of history
translates well
by Stephanie Dragoo

HAUL IT AWAY—MTSU students feed
brush and tree limbs into a chipper after
clearing an area at the Stones River National
Battlefield in video from an upcoming edi-
tion of “Middle Tennessee Record,” the university’s monthly video magazine.
Twenty-one students majoring in public history, biology, agriculture, mass communi-

cation or outdoor recreation are working this summer in various capacities at the bat-

tlefield site northwest of Murfreesboro.

photos by News and Public Affairs

See ‘History’ page 5

S
witching between protective
ear wear and a pair of head-
phones doesn’t seem to be a

problem for MTSU junior Lannie
White. 

During the day, from 10 a.m. to
6:30 p.m., he can be found at Stones
River National Battlefield, taking
care of the grounds, and at night
he’s conducting his own radio show
on MTSU’s student-run FM station,
WMTS 88.3.

Originally from Anne Arundel
County, Md., White said he chose to
attend MTSU for the mass commu-
nication program, where he’s
enrolled in its electronic media
emphasis. 

Whether he is on the battlefield
or on campus, however, White said
he is learning that “Tennessee has a

EMC major
finds new way
of networking
by Joshua Graham

See ‘Networking’ page 5

A
$478,492 U.S. Department of
Education grant will assist
MTSU in recruiting math

and science middle-school teachers to
help keep the nation competitive in
today’s global marketplace, U.S. Rep.
Bart Gordon said.

“For the U.S. workforce to be
competitive in the future, it’s impera-
tive that we recruit and train math
and science teachers now,” said
Gordon, who chairs the House
Science and Technology Committee. 

“These teachers are necessary to
grow the highly skilled workforce we
must have to help keep good jobs in

the United States.”
The funding stems from an

appropriation Gordon and Sen.
Lamar Alexander secured in
Congress. 

“The College of Education was
looking for fourth- through eighth-
grade math and science education
majors, and we could only find five.
We’re working very hard to recruit,”
said Dr. Dovie Kimmins, associate
director of the Tennessee Mathemat-
ics, Science and Technology
Education Center in the College of

Grant will aid teacher recruitment

M
TSU is bringing Disney
Institute’s traveling profes-
sional development pro-

gram, the “Disney Keys to
Excellence,” to Nashville on Tuesday,
Sept. 9, with the Jennings A. Jones
College of Business serving as a silver
sponsor for the event.

This full-day, interactive work-
shop provides the opportunity for
area business professionals to experi-
ence the “business behind the magic.”
Walt Disney World instructors will
teach proven Disney success strate-

gies, which participants can adapt
and apply to their own organizations. 

“Professional development pro-
grams that we offer at the Walt
Disney World Resort and Disneyland
Resort have proven extremely popu-
lar,” said George Aguel, senior vice
president for Walt Disney Parks and
Resorts. 

“Community leaders around the
country started asking us to bring
similar programs to their cities, and
the ‘Disney Keys’ program does just
that. Participants will discover Disney

Conference holds ‘keys to excellence’
by Tom Tozer

See ‘Keys’ page 3See ‘Grant’ page 3


