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“M
iddle Tennessee Record,” or MTR, is turning 100 in August … sort
of. With the posting of the August stories, there will be more than
100 MTSU videos on YouTube, and in all, they’ve been viewed

more than 60,000 times.
MTR debuted Feb. 16, 2004, on NewsChannel 5+ in Nashville and Cable

Channel 9 in Murfreesboro. Since that date, 10 additional cable outlets in the
region have picked up the monthly video magazine.

Produced by the Office of News and Public Affairs, the award-winning pro-
gram became available via RealPlayer streaming video in December 2004.
Although streaming video was an added convenience, there were software com-
patibility problems, and last summer NPA began posting stories on YouTube,
making them more widely available and easier to access.

Five of the top YouTube videos will be featured on the August program.
“Philippine Street Children,” with Dr. Chuck Frost, is the most viewed

story, followed by “Faster than the Speed of Light,” with physics professor
Bill Robertson. Dr. Bob Womack’s interview about legendary Walking
Horse Wilson’s Allen is third. The fourth most popular YouTube MTR video features Chief Buddy Peaster’s review of the campuswide
tornado drill in 2007. Rounding out the top five is a student-produced story about a dummy, SimMan, used to provide realistic learning
experience for nursing students.

Other stories in the August lineup include a look at MTSU’s first Alumni
Summer College and interviews with agriculture students who provided the
campus with a variety of healthier, more environmentally friendly, locally
grown vegetables. In the remaining two stories, the Center for Environmental
Education wins a national award, and Erin Anfinson, assistant professor of art,
has created another mural for the Heritage Center.

To view MTR’s YouTube videos, go to www.mtsu.edu/~proffice/MTR.html
and click on the YouTube icon. That same Web page also has a complete listing
of the cable outlets that carry the program.

MTR has won a number of awards, including the 2008 Silver Communica-
tions Award from the Tennessee College Public Relations Association. The
August videos will be posted on Thursday, July 31, and the program will begin
airing Sunday, Aug. 3.

100 videos, 60,000+ hits:
August marks a milestone
by John C. Lynch

VEGGIE TALE—Plant and soil science majors Ben Kelly, left, a junior, and senior
Nathan Marsh dig potatoes in an off-campus garden site that’s provided fresh vegeta-
bles for MTSU since early summer. The students’ project is featured in the August edi-
tion of “Middle Tennessee Record,” which will be posted at www.mtsunews.com on
Thursday, July 31, and will begin airing on local cable channels Sunday, Aug. 3.
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Basic and Applied Sciences.
The center will use the grant money

to fund $2,000 scholarships for math
and science education sophomores and
juniors and $500 scholarships for fresh-
men with the same major. Staff will
recruit freshman students through the
university’s freshman orientation pro-
gram, Kimmins said.

“The overall goal is to increase the
number and quality of math and sci-
ence teachers, specifically middle-
school teachers trained by MTSU,”
Kimmins said. “We’re also trying to
better the programs of study by work-
ing on content. We’re really excited
about this program and appreciative of
the congressman’s help.”

Gordon wrote the House version of
the America COMPETES Act, which
was signed into law by President
George Bush in August 2007. The legis-
lation puts the United States on a path
to double basic scientific research and
establishes or expands initiatives to
improve the teaching of math and sci-
ence to K-12 students.

success stories and learn about management philoso-
phies and behind-the-scenes operations that have made
the Disney Parks and Resorts a benchmark for business-
es around the world.

“What makes the Disney learning experience so dif-
ferent and meaningful,” Aguel continued, “is that we
don’t simply teach theory. We show-
case philosophies and strategies that
have made Disney Parks and Resorts
a success—ideas that are easily
adaptable to other organizations.” 

Dr. Jim Burton, dean of the Jones
College of Business, said the seminar
will be useful for MTSU staff, too.

“I believe the Disney ‘keys’ can
help us in and outside of the class-
room and certainly in the areas of
recruitment and retention issues,”
Burton said, “especially when it
comes to such efforts as being 
student-centered and providing 
students with the very best environ-
ment possible—physical, social and
academic—a total campus experi-
ence that promotes social interaction
and substantive lifelong learning.” 

The Nashville “Disney Keys” program will show-
case four 90-minute sessions:

• Leadership, Disney Style—Discover how effective
leadership has been the catalyst to drive employee/
customer satisfaction and bottom-line results from the
company’s inception to today. 

• Management, Disney Style—Examine the impor-
tance of integrating an organization’s corporate culture

into selection, training and care of
employees.

• Service, Disney Style—Explore
world-renowned principles for service
excellence.

• Loyalty, Disney Style—Learn key
practices and principles in building
and sustaining loyalty that have made
Disney a trusted brand around the
world for more than 75 years. 

Registration and cost information
is available at a hot link at the Jones
College of Business’s Web site,
http://business.web.mtsu.edu, or by going
directly to www.keysnashville.com.
Registration includes all course materi-
als and a full day of catered meals and
beverages. 

To receive a $50 registration dis-
count, attendees may use promotional code MTSUBNR
when they register online.
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VIDEO STARS—Top YouTube videos
from “Middle Tennessee Record” are,
clockwise from top, Dr. Chuck Frost’s
“Philippine Street Children,”

Professor Bill Robertson’s “Faster
t h a n
t h e

Speed
of Light,”

Dr. Bob
W o m a c k ’ s

interview about
legendary Walking

Horse Wilson’s Allen,
Chief Buddy Peaster’s
review of the 2007 campus-
wide tornado drill and a
story on the School of
Nursing’s SimMan.
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