
T
hrough the Jake Leg Stompers,
a lively old-time jug band,
MTSU alumnus and multi-

talented musician Brandon
Armstrong has seen much of the east-
ern United States: major cities like
New Orleans, Chicago, Memphis,
Louisville and Nashville, and small
towns like Calhoun, Ga., Centerville,
Tenn., and Leland, Greenville, Oxford
and Clarksdale, Miss.

Through a Fulbright U.S. Student
fellowship, Armstrong will see more
of the world—particularly Germany
—starting in September when he trav-
els to Berlin to study urban sustain-
ability.

Armstrong will study at the
Technische Universitaet and also con-
duct research through work with
“experimentcity,” a project of the
Institute for Creative Sustainability, a
nonprofit organization that explores
and publicizes the linkages between
culture, ecology, economy and com-
munity.

The U.S. Department of State and
the J. William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board announced the
award in late June.

“My interest in sustainability was
born at MTSU through involvement
in Students for Environmental Action
and the Clean Energy Initiative,”
Armstrong, a Knoxville native and

December 2005 graduate, said.
“The progress being made at

MTSU is motivation for me to learn
how to implement sustainability ini-
tiatives at the city level, and that is
exactly what I will be studying in
Germany,” Armstrong added. “As a
city, Berlin has made profound com-
mitments and achievements in how
people can live sustainably in urban
settings. I want to bring that experi-
ence to Tennessee.

“I’m tickled and excited. Berlin is

one of my favorite cities on the plan-
et. Four years ago I lived in Germany
for a year, and I knew then that I
would return to learn about the cul-
ture of sustainability.”

Former University Honors
College Dean Phil Mathis said he was
extremely proud and excited upon
learning of Armstrong’s Fulbright
scholarship, and he informed MTSU
President Sidney A. McPhee, execu-
tive vice president and provost
Kaylene Gebert, foreign languages

professor Sonja Hedgepeth and
English chairman Tom Strawman of
the news.

“I am so delighted and impressed
by the news,” Mathis wrote in an 
e-mail to Armstrong. “It is a great
honor and opportunity for you and,
of course, the Honors College, and
MTSU will be wanting a little of the
stardust to fall on us as we rush to
claim you as our own.”

“This is the second straight year
we’ve had a major national/
international scholarship/fellowship
winner,” Mathis added, referring to
Taylor A. Barnes, another honors stu-
dent who won the Goldwater
Scholarship in 2007. 

“I want to give proper credit to
Michelle Arnold (program coordina-
tor and adviser) for her role in
encouraging and assisting Brandon
with the preparation of his applica-
tion (portfolio).”

Armstrong, whose major was
German language and minor was in
music, graduated summa cum laude
with distinction from the Honors
College. He was the spring 2005
recipient of the President’s Award. 

He is one of more than 1,450 U.S.
citizens who will travel abroad for the
2008-09 academic year through the
Fulbright program.

Fulbright award recipients are
selected on the basis of academic or
professional achievement as well as
demonstrated leadership potential in
their fields.

by Randy Weiler

AUF WIEDERSEHEN—Brandon Armstrong, an MTSU honors graduate, is the recent
recipient of a Fulbright U.S. Student Fellowship for 2008-09. The German-language
major will be studying urban sustainability in Berlin.
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Drs. Lynn Parsons and Suzanne
Prevost (nursing) were selected from
500 nominees to become accreditation
site visitors for the Commission on
Collegiate Nursing Education. The
MTSU School of Nursing recently
underwent a CCNE accreditation site
visit and anticipates a 10-year renew-
al.

Dr. T. Earl Hinton (music), 83,
passed away July 10. Funeral services
were conducted July 14. Dr. Hinton,
who taught at MTSU from 1960 until
his retirement in 1994, was a former
Faculty Senate president and a pio-
neer in arts education in Tennessee.
The T. Earl Hinton Music Hall in the
Wright Music Building was dedicated
in his honor in 2005. He is survived
by his wife, Nora Hinton; sons Kem
(Marilyn) Hinton and Keith Hinton;
grandson Thomas “T.J.” Hinton; and
many nieces, nephews, grandnieces
and grandnephews. Memorials may
be made to the Hinton Music
Scholarship at MTSU, Music Fund at
First United Methodist Church,
Peabody College, Nashville
Symphony Orchestra or your favorite
charity. 

Douglas Y. McCallie (food ser-
vices), 66, passed away July 9.
Funeral services were conducted July
12. Mr. McCallie served as director of
ARAMARK Food Services at MTSU
from 1976 to 1998. The Corlew
Building dining hall was named
McCallie Dining Hall in 1999 in his
honor. He is survived by his wife,
Dottie Willis McCallie; children
Valarie (Jeff) Day and Wade (Yvette)
McCallie; and grandchildren Maddie
and Colin McCallie. Memorials may
be made to the MTSU Foundation for
Alumni Scholarships.

James Grant Reed (facilities ser-
vices), 60, passed away July 18.
Funeral services were conducted July
21. Mr. Reed, who was a supervisor
in the Facilities Services Department,
was employed by MTSU from April
1986 until his retirement in May 1999
and was currently site manager of
Piedmont Girl Scout Camp. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Martha Patch Reed;
sons Timothy (DeAnna) Reed, Jason
(Lori) Reed and Joey (Meg) Reed;
daughters Janice Hoak and Laura
(Jimmy) Cooper; sisters Carol Harris,
Lucille Davenport and Wilma
Christine Davenport; an uncle, Paul
Blanton; and 14 grandchildren.
Memorials may be made to the
American Cancer Society or the
Vanderbilt Heart Transplant program.

Lori Kissinger (speech and the-
atre) will present  “Statewide Forums
on Careers in the Arts” Sept. 10 at the
National Endowment for the Arts in
Chattanooga. Kissinger’s talk will
focus on a fall 2006 conference that
MTSU sponsored in conjunction with
the Tennessee Arts Commission and
Very Special Arts, or VSA.

Dr. Diane Miller (mathematical
sciences, vice provost for academic
affairs) presented a paper and partici-
pated in a discussion group at the
11th International Congress on
Mathematics Education July 6-13 in
Monterrey, Mexico. The discussion
group focused on the nature and
roles of international cooperation in
mathematics education, and her
paper reported on the “U.S.-Sino
Workshop on Mathematics and
Science Education: Identify Common
Priorities that Promote Collaborative
Research.”
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