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Need for speed
Workshop attendees leap at
chances to study aerospace

see pages 5, 7
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H
undreds of cowboys and
cowgirls will their finest
Western wear to “Saddle Up

for Project HELP” at the 2009
fundraiser, set for Thursday, July 30,
at Johnny “Red” Floyd Stadium on
the MTSU campus.

The fun gets under way at 6:30
p.m. with event registration. A barbe-
cue dinner will be served at 7 p.m.,
followed by live music and dancing.
Silent- and live-auction bidding will
close at 8:15 p.m., and auction check-
out will be at 8:30 p.m.

Last year’s fundraiser collected
$21,000, said Project Help Director
Susan Waldrop. She said she’s confi-
dent that community support for the
2009 event will be as strong.

“During my time at Project Help,
there have been numerous opportu-
nities for both personal and profes-
sional growth,” Waldrop said. “It’s
rewarding as well as challenging to
be the only provider of center-based
early-intervention services in Ruther-
ford County. We see the challenge as
a means of learning what is needed;
we strive to continue to change our
perceptions in order to better help
families who have children with
some type of delay or disability.

“It’s my perception that Project
Help is a place where families, tod-
dlers and MTSU students feel safe in
taking the next steps in pursuit of
strong learning outcomes. This ‘feel-
ing safe’ is probably the pivotal fea-
ture of what Project Help is all about.

“Because I have repeatedly
observed the unique connection of
Project Help with MTSU and the
Rutherford County community,”
Waldrop continued, “it seems that we
are now in a wonderful position to
provide services for children and
families who are experiencing the
first wave of life lessons involving
Autism Spectrum Disorders, or ASD.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE 

On Tuesday, July 7, MTSU

Health Services and Campus

Recreation will sponsor an

American Red Cross blood drive

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. inside the

Student Health, Wellness and

Recreation Center. Save time and

schedule an appointment online

by going to www.givelife.org and

enter the sponsor code “mtsu19.”

Choose the time that works best

with your schedule. www.mtsunews.com
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See ‘Saddle’ page 5

‘Saddle Up’ July 30 to rope fun, raise funds

S
tudents at Tennessee Board of
Regents institutions, including
MTSU, will pay more tuition

this fall according to the number of
semester hours they take.

The TBR approved the measure
June 19, voting to charge students
for every credit hour taken with no
cap. Each student’s tuition increase
depends on how many hours the
student takes.

In the past, TBR has capped
tuition at a full 12-hour course load,
after which students were not
charged per credit hour. Hours
above 12 will be steeply discounted
this year, however, with only a $10
per hour additional charge. 

An in-state student enrolling for
12 hours, for example, will pay
$2,292 this fall, an increase of $141
and 1.06 percent over fall 2008.
Tuition for an 18-hour course load
will be $2,352, an increase of $201,
or 9.34 percent, over last fall’s
capped full-time rate. 

The change is projected to
increase revenue an average of 6.1
percent at MTSU and four of its sis-
ter TBR universities (Austin Peay,
East Tennessee and Tennessee State
universities and Tennessee
Technological University) and 7.1
percent at the University of
Memphis. The changes are expected
to generate an average of 5.5 per-
cent more revenue at the state’s
community colleges and technology
centers. State technology centers are
seeing an across-the-board increase
instead of the per-hour changes. 

Students taking fewer than 12
hours will benefit from the change
in tuition policy, TBR officials said.
For those students, tuition will rise
only 1.06 percent at state universi-
ties like MTSU, 2.8 percent at the
community colleges and 5.24 per-
cent at Memphis. 

If the TBR had not changed its

See ‘Tuition’ page 5

TBR schools’
tuition will
increase per
credit hour 

IS THERE ROOM?—Participants in the Tennessee Mathematics, Science
and Technology Education Center math and science teachers’ workshop
help inflate a life-size whale used for classroom skills enhancement by
biology teacher Jennifer Dye of Pope John Paul II High School. At left,
Sara Mittura of Clarksville High School uses a fan to inflate the whale,
while above, workshop coordinator Dr. Mary Martin, center, directs
placement of the creature outside the Tom Jackson Building. The work-
shop is part of a nearly $4 million math-science TMSTEC partnership
grant awarded to Martin and Dr. Dovie Kimmins.
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Whale of a workshop


