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T
rips to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton, Ohio, the U.S. Air Force’s Arnold
Engineering Development Center in

Tullahoma, and NASA’s Marshall Space Flight
Center in Huntsville, Ala., highlighted the three-
week 51st annual Tennessee Aerospace Education
Workshops for basic and advanced participants.

“This has been one of the best workshops
we’ve ever had,” said Phyl Taylor, the event direc-
tor. “We’ve had some outstanding trips. Our
speakers have been outstanding. We’ve had a
great group of teachers.”

Dr. Rhea Seddon of Murfreesboro, a former
NASA astronaut, helped wrap up the workshops
with a June 26 presentation, followed by the
group’s graduation luncheon on the club level of
Floyd Stadium.

Earlier, Seddon’s husband, former astronaut
Robert “Hoot” Gibson, made quite an impression
with his “life story” in a photo presentation, shar-

ing that “not enough people are doing that,” refer-
ring to STEM—science, technology, engineering
and mathematics—education and careers.

“We’ve got to encourage (students),” he
added, “telling them how much fun space and
aviation can be. Science is not nerdy. Math is not
nerdy. They (students) can look at what they are
able to do with it.”

Eighty students par-
ticipated in the work-
shop, 50 in the basic class
and 30 in the advanced
course, earning credit for
the classes.

MTSU aerospace fac-
ulty members Terry
Dorris, Dr. Ron Ferrara
and Jerry Hill and
physics and astronomy
professor Dr. Eric
Klumpe added their own
dimensions to the ses-
sions.

The teachers built

rockets,
flew in
MTSU’s
airplane
fleet and heard other key presenters. 

“This has been one of the most informative
workshops I’ve attended,” said Sherree Macemon,
a teacher at John Colemon Elementary in Smyrna.
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FROM CLASSROOM TO CAPSULE—Participants enjoy classroom exercises as well as off-campus field trips dur-
ing the annual aerospace workshops. At left, a teacher studies a sectional aeronautical chart used for visual naviga-
tion. Above left, workshop participants tour the Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Ala., and speak with
staff members there. Above right, the Apollo 16 landing capsule display at the Marshall Center, which includes the
suits worn by the three-man crew of the 1972 moon mission, is a popular stop for workshop participants.
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FROM THE GROUND UP—Participants in the 51st annual Tennessee Aerospace Education Workshops inspect one of MTSU’s Diamond DA20 two-seater planes at the

Murfreesboro airport, above. At top left, workshop director Phyl Taylor jokes around with retired astronaut Robert “Hoot” Gibson after his presentation, while at top right,
Assistant Professor Joe Hawkins poses with his workshop classroom welcome sign. Above right is the sign from the “Space Shot,” a 15-second space-flight ride at the Marshall
Space Flight Center in Huntsville that launches trainees 140 feet straight up in 2.5 seconds. The MTSU participants experienced a real 4G lift-off, plus weightlessness.
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