
A
pproximately 170 Tennessee teachers participated in the Tennessee
Mathematics, Science and Technology Education Center Math-
Science Partnership Teacher Excellence and UMATH Institute

workshops this summer at MTSU and four other campuses statewide,
event organizers said.

The three-year, nearly $4 million MSP Teacher Excellence Grant, co-
authored by Drs. Dovie Kimmins and Martin of TMSTEC, ends in
December.

“For three years, you could triple that number (of Teacher Excellence
participants),” Kimmins said, adding that this program reached “two-
thirds of the school districts across the state.”

The newer, three-year, $2.3 million MSP UMATH Grant, also co-
authored by Martin and Kimmins, will run through December 2011.

“The UMATH Summer 1 Institute focused on number/operation and
algebra,” Kimmins said. “The activities deal with number sense and mod-
eling of rational numbers and operations with rational numbers.

“Next summer, the focus is on geometry/measurement and problems/
statistics.”

For other teachers, TMSTEC’s Dr. Richard Audet coordinated training
for STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) academics at three
sites across the state through the MSP Teacher Excellence Grant, Kimmins
said.

“The MSP grant (for teacher excellence) will be ensuring teacher excel-
lence to ensure student competitiveness,” said Dr. Ron Henderson, interim

chair of the Department of Physics and Astronomy, who coordinated a sci-
ence component in June.

In addition to MTSU events, TMSTEC held workshops in Clarksville,
Chattanooga, Memphis and Knoxville. For more information, call 615-904-
8573 or visit http://frank.mtsu.edu/~mscenter/.

The Record  July 13, 2009 page 7

TMSTEC-led Math-Science Partnerships aid teachers

PRINCIPLE OF DYNAMICS—Blackman High School biology and physi-
cal science teacher Brenda Pless, above, performs a demonstration of
Bernoulli’s Principle of fluid dynamics with a rubber ball and an air hose
in a Wiser-Patten Science Hall classroom during the Math-Science
Partnership Teacher Excellence Grant workshop in early June. The three-
year, nearly $4 million grant earned by Drs. Dovie Kimmins and Mary
Martin of the Tennessee Mathematics, Science and Technology Education
Center ends in December. 
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EXCELLENT WORK!—Fourth-grade teacher Tonya Donegan,
above left, and third-grade teacher Amy McCullough, both of
Liberty Elementary School in Bedford County, join participants
in a workshop task under the guidance of Dr. Jeremy Winters,
MTSU assistant professor of elementary and special education,
in a Kirksey Old Main classroom. At right, Winters observes as
Bedford County teacher Marie Gilbert, left, and Rutherford
County teacher Lynn Kennedy work on a project during the
Math-Science Partnership UMATH Grant workshop in KOM.
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CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS—In the photo at left, Melanie Wood of Union
Elementary School in Sumner County works on a fractional computation problem
during the UMATH Grant workshop, which focused on number/operation and alge-
bra. The newer, three-year, $2.3 million MSP UMATH Grant, also co-authored by Drs.
Martin and Kimmins for TMSTEC, will run through December 2011.
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