
 
Step One 
Identify and find background 
information on your topic  
 
Use encyclopedias, dictionaries, or 
text books 
 
 
Step Two 
Use the library catalog 
 
Find books 
 
Step 3  
Use indexes and databases 
 
Find articles in scholarly journals, 
news or general interest periodicals, 
and popular periodicals 
Step 4 
Use a search engine  
 
Find internet resources 
 
Step 5  
Evaluate your sources  
 
Check the reliability and 
appropriateness of your sources. 
 
Step 6 
Cite your sources 
 
Give proper credit for information 
used  
 
 
Using the space to the right, your job 
is to map the steps for a systematic 
approach to research. 
( Include both steps and explanation) 

The steps for a systematic approach to research  


