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executive summary
overview

The Cumberland River Valley Consortium (CRVC) includes K-12 schools in Bedford, Cannon, Coffee, Marshall, Maury, and Warren counties in middle Tennessee.  Warren County Schools, the lead educational agency, partners with the History Department at Middle Tennessee State University to implement this project.  The project goals are:

1) to increase teachers’ knowledge of history content, which will build confidence in their ability to teach American history; 

2) to increase teachers’ use of primary materials, local history resources, and technology in history instruction; and,

3) to increase students’ understanding of and skill level in American history.

Outside evaluators Judy Butler and Susan Kuner of Dragonfly Enterprises prepared the Project Status Report, covering project activities from October 1, 2004 through September 30, 2005.     

project activities

To meet project goals, this project has five educational and professional development components.  

· One-week summer institutes, which constitute the core component.  These institutes are carefully aligned with the standards that address American history in the 2001 Tennessee State Curriculum Standards for Social Studies.  To facilitate teachers’ use of these standards, the MTSU History Department has “mapped” the American history standards (see www.mtsu.edu/~tah/era.htm). 

· History Day training workshops.  Participating teachers are urged to develop American history projects with their students and to participate in the annual MTSU Regional History Day Competition.

· Collaborate with the Tennessee Council for the Social Studies to promote teacher participation in the TCSS Fall Retreat and Spring Conference and collaborate with the Tennessee Civil War Heritage Area to promote teacher attendance at the Legacy of Stones River Symposium (held every 18 months).  [Note: Humanities Tennessee was forced to relocate the Southern Festival of Books in 2004, thereby disrupting the initial collaboration envisioned in the grant application, the purpose of which was to encourage teacher attendance at the book festival.]  
· Special access to ongoing lectures and seminars by historians, sponsored by educational and cultural institutions throughout middle Tennessee.

· Travel incentives for teachers to attend and participate in national and statewide conferences sponsored by professional organizations that promote history.

year three activities
Intensive summer institutes are the primary activity of this project.  Two, week-long summer institutes were held in June and July 2005: one institute covered Era 2 (1583-1763) and the other covered Era 9 (1945-1970).  For the Era 9 institute, we collaborated with Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools’ TAH project in order to take advantage of nearby resources for teaching the post-WW II period without placing an undue burden on professional staff at the Nashville Public Library and the Tennessee State Library and Archives.  Additionally, this partnership provided an opportunity for the 13 CRVC teachers who participated to interact with teachers from Metro Nashville schools.  Other institutional partners for the Era 2 summer institute included Ft. Campbell Army Base, The Farm at Summertown, Tennessee, Fisk University, and the Tennessee Historical Commission.   Eleven teachers participated in the Era 2 summer institute, which was a 7-day study tour of Colonial Williamsburg and Jamestown, with a brief stop at Monticello.  The lower number of participants in Era 2 was the result of a requirement imposed by the project directors, which limited participation to teachers who had previously attended one or more summer institutes.     
Teacher and student participation in the History Day educational program continues to grow gradually.  One middle school teacher who introduced her students to History Day three years ago has taken teams to the statewide competition twice, and in 2005, some of her students made it to the national competition. This year, other teachers served as judges for the MTSU regional competition.   Teacher participation in the Tennessee Council for the Social Studies fall retreat and spring conference was lower than anticipated, but a few teachers have developed a strong interest in the National Council for the Social Studies or the National Council for History Education. 
advisory committee

The CRVC Advisory Committee comprises professional historians, academic historians, and K-12 educators.  Members continuing during Year Three were:

Nancy Aldridge, Curriculum Director, Marshall County Schools

Thomas (Tony) Brown, History Teacher, Whitthorne Middle School, Maury County

Marcia Melton, Curriculum Director, Cannon County Schools

Dr. Reavis Mitchell, Chair, History Department, Fisk University, Nashville

Dr. Wayne Moore, Assistant State Archivist, Tennessee State Library and Archives

Rebecca Verner, Social Studies Program Coordinator, Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools
Dr. Vikki J. Vickers, Assistant Professor of History, Middle Tennessee State University

The Advisory Committee met regularly to discuss plans for the 2005 summer institutes.  Individual members of the Advisory Committee worked with project staff in a variety of ways to plan, organize, and implement the 2005 summer institutes.  Wayne Moore, Assistant State Archivist, and his staff at the Tennessee State Library and Archives developed workshops on using primary sources in teaching.  Dr. Reavis Mitchell, Fisk University, served as a session moderator during the Era 9 summer institute.  Becky Verner, Social Studies Program Coordinator for Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools, assisted with the 2005 History Day In-service Workshop for Teachers, held at Nashville Public Library.  She also coordinated a two-day educational program on Cherokee history and culture for the 2004 Tennessee Council for the Social Studies Fall Retreat.  
fourth year no-cost extension

As the third year of the project neared completion, it became clear that unspent funds would be sufficient to warrant a request for a no-cost extension.  Developed in consultation with the advisory committee members and the external evaluators, the objective of the fourth year is to train a select group of teachers to become TAH Master Teachers.  Details of the fourth-year plan appear in Section C. 
dissemination of information for and about the CRVC project
Dissemination of information pertaining to this grant project can be accessed on our website: www.mtsu.edu/~tah/. The project is building a website that will be a rich curriculum resource for all Tennessee social studies teachers.  Copies of the CRVC annual performance report are distributed to school directors and curriculum specialists in the six counties of the consortium, to the consortium’s institutional partners, to key MTSU administrative offices, to lead instructors, to participating teachers who request a copy, and to interested parties who request detailed information about the project.  Contact information for Chad McGee, Project Director, and Rebecca Conard, Academic Director, appears on the left column of the website.
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