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	Goal(s):

The learner will differentiate between the first two political parties, the Federalist and the Anti-Federalist or Democratic-Republican.  




	Objective(s) – State Standards Addressed:

Content Standard 4:  Governance establishes structure of power and authority in order to provide order and stability.

Objectives: 

1. The learner will analyze the two different views concerning the government.

2. The learner will engage in cooperative learning by working in groups.

3. The learner will interpret a chart which explains each party’s view on different issues.

4. The learner will debate the different issues on opposing teams.

5. The learner will examine an election map and tabulate the electoral votes.


Introduction(Set): 

Before the new lesson begins, the teacher will review how the beginning of the new government carried differences of opinions on how it should be run.  Ask the student, “Do people always agree on how to do something or make something work?”  The teacher will explain that it was in 1800 that the election for the presidency took on a change. Ask the student, “Is change always good, or should one leave a good thing alone?”   For an introduction, the teacher should explain that there would now be two political parties with totally different views on certain issues concerning the Constitution and how the nation should be run.  Up until this time, the first three presidents had been Federalist, advocates of a strong national government.  However, Thomas Jefferson, an Anti-Federalist or a Democratic-Republican (today known as the Democratic Party) would have a different view.  He and his followers believed in a limited national government.  In this lesson, the students will analyze the two political parties and their vast differences, and then debate the issues held by each party. They will tabulate the peoples vote and determine who would be the third President of the United States.  Would it be John Adams, the Federalist, or Thomas Jefferson, the Democratic-Republican for the presidency?

Instruction/Activities/Ongoing Assessment:

1. Divide the classroom into two groups, one the Federalist Party and the other the Anti-Federalist Party (Democratic-Republican).

2. Draw the following chart on the board and have one leader from each

group copy it down:

The First Political Parties

	Federalist
	Democratic-Republicans

	
	

	Strong national government
	Limited national government

	Lose construction (interpretation) of 

The Constitution
	Strict construction (interpretation) of the Constitution

	Favored a national bank
	Opposed a national bank

	Economy based on manufacturing and shipping
	Economy based on farming

	Supporters: lawyers, merchants, manufacturers, clergy
	Supporters: farmers, tradespeople

	Geographically located in the New England and Middle Atlantic States
	Geographically located in the South


3. Have each group discuss their party’s views and be able to debate their beliefs with the other group.  Give each group about 20 minutes.

4. Set up the room in a debate forum and have the two groups debate each

issue  that was different.

5. At the end of the debate, give each group a map of the election of 1800.

          www.teachpol.tcnj.edu/amer_pol_his.html
6.  Let the students add up the electoral votes of their party and determine

      the winner.  

Assignment:  Give each student a copy of the worksheet, “Political Parties”.  

Have the student fill in the chart about Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton’s differences on political issues.

Closure: Ask the students, “Do people have differences of opinions on important issues?  Can the issues be worked out?  Will the new president bring about change?”

	Equipment, Materials, Sources:

White board and marker

Map of Election of 1800

Worksheet:  Political Parties

Worksheet:  Peaceful Transfer of Power




Extension Activities: The teacher will give each student a copy of “Peaceful Transfers of Power”.  The students will read the article and discuss how in a democratic society there is a peaceful transfer of power even though there are differences of opinion. The teacher will ask, “What could be the result when losing parties refuse to accept election results?”

Reflection on Lesson when Taught:

