International Crisis #5: Germany Invades Poland, 1 September 1939
What did FDR do?
On the same day that Britain and France declared war on Germany, President Roosevelt addressed the nation and declared that America would stay out of the war; it would remain neutral.  

But Roosevelt’s declaration of neutrality differed significantly from that of President Woodrow Wilson at the beginning of World War I.  Wilson had declared that “Every man who really loves America will act and speak in the true spirit of neutrality, which is the spirit of impartiality and fairness and friendliness to all concerned.”  And he ended his address by exhorting Americans that “The United States must be neutral in fact, as well as in name, during these days that are to try men's souls. We must be impartial in thought, as well as action, must put a curb upon our sentiments, as well as upon every transaction that might be construed as a preference of one party to the struggle before another.”  In marked contrast, Roosevelt declared, “This nation will remain a neutral nation, but I cannot ask that every American remain neutral in thought as well. Even a neutral has a right to take account of facts. Even a neutral cannot be asked to close his mind or close his conscience.”  

But, realizing that isolationist or “America First” sentiment remained strong, he ended his speech with these words: “I have said not once but many times that I have seen war and that I hate war.  I say that again and again.  I hope the United States will keep out of this war.  I believe that it will.  And I give you assurance and reassurance that every effort of your Government will be directed toward that end.  As long as it remains within my power to prevent, there will be no blackout of peace in the United States.”   

This laid the groundwork for Roosevelt’s efforts to mobilize public opinion against the Neutrality Acts and for “measures short of war” that would help the Allies fight the Axis.  The President called a special session of Congress to amend U.S. neutrality legislation.  The Neutrality Act of 1939 (enacted on 4 November) ended mandatory arms embargos against belligerents and gave the President the power to authorize “cash-and-carry” sales of armaments to belligerents. 

Evaluate FDR’s decision-making in this case:
